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Legislative Councl,

Wednesday, 17th January, 1931,

Pace

Question : Financlal Emergency Bill . 68
Bill: Financinl Emergency, 25 . 03
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT took the

Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read pravers.

QUESTION—FINANCIAL EMERGENCY
BILL.

Government Ewmployees Benefited.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS asked the Clief
Secretary: 1, What is the highest rate of

pay per annam of anyv police official who
will, if the Financial Emergency Bill is
passed, no longer he subjeet to the reduc-
tions of 1§ per cent, 20 per cent., or 22}
per cent. of his pay as existing on 30th
June, 19307 (Pay to inelude salary and
allowances.) 2, What iz the highest rate of
pay per annum of other Government
employees, and in what departments, who
will be exempted becanse their pav is gov-
erned by an Arbitration Court award? 3,
(a) THow Governmenr  employees,
classed by the Financial Emergeney Bill as
“wages men,” are there who will no loneer
be subject to the reduction of 1§ per ceut.,
20 per cent, or 223 per cent. of their 1930
rates of pay if the measure be passed in its
present form? (h) How many Governmeni
emplovees, classed as “salaried officers™ us
distinet from “wages men,” are there in each
of the respective departments who will gain
any mcasure of velief from the 18 per eent,,
20 per cent., and 22} per cent. reductions
of their 1930 salaries?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1.
£429 (one officer only). The reason this rare
is higher than in other Government depart-
ments is because all police officers, ineluding
the chief inspector, have their zalaries fixed
by an award of the Court of Arbitration,
awd are ordinarily subject to basie wage de-
clarations.  This does not apply to oflicers
receiving such high =alaries in any other
Government department. In the Bil] the line
of demarcation has heen drawn ar the point
where the police officers are appointed by
Executive Council. 2, Railway Deparbment

many

—Goldfelds, £324; elsewhere, £303. 3, (a)
Exclugive of men on sustenance and part-
time work, ete. Wages men previously re-
leased from the Act by reason of the reduced
hasic wage totalled approximately 5,500.
Those to be now relensed total appreximately
3,000. (b) Railways and Tramways, 370;
other departments, 1,010,

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: Does the amount
guoted as salaries of police ofiieers include
allowances or not?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I ask the
hon. member to give notice of that uestion.

BILL-FINANCIAL EMERGENCY,
Necond Reading.
Diebate resumed from the previous day.

HON. J. M. MACTARLANE (Metro-
politan-Buburban) [436]: We have heen
called together for this special session to eon-
sider the Bill, whieh takes the place of the
meazure that failed to pass last session. The
Government aml their followers state that
there is no need for emergency legislaiion
relating to salaries and wages, and that at
the general election they received a wman-
date from the people to alter that legisla-
tion drastieally. However, before any Gov-
etriument could assume that they had reeeived
a mandate of that kind, one question, and
one question only, should be sobmitted to
the clectors tov their definite answer. The
weneral elertion is too reeent for hon. mem-
bhers not ro reculleet what the facts were,
and what were the influences that upset the
Aitehell Govermment. Secession was adroitly
side-stepped by Labour candidates  during
the campaign, becanse of their attitude to-
wards unitication.  The Mitchell Government
were definitely committed to secession by
reason of the tact that they had intreduced
the referendwn Bill, and the animosity of
anti-secgssionists would he directed against
Giovernment eandidates.  Unemployment was
another important consideration in the elec-
tion. There was an inceniive for those out
of employment to displace an Administra-
tion which, they felt, had had its tvial. The
unemployed probably thought they could not
do wrong by subsiituting a Labour tiovern-
ment for the previous Admimstration.

[on. G, W. Miles: The iotteries had some-
thing 1o do with the change.
Hon, J. M. MACPARLANE: Those who

are oppused to gambling in any form east
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guite 2 number of vores against the Mitehell
Government, at whose instanee the Lotteries
Act had been passed. Again, there were
the newspaper cross-word puzzles, the han
on which losi the Government two seats,
those of Mr. Scaddan and Mr. Mann. Snch
matters az these had no concern whatever
with cmergeney legislation. Then there was
the emergency tax of 44d. in the pound, n
{lat rate collected at the source. That tax
alzo had a hig inflnence on peaple who had
heen exempt so long that they felt they
should continue to be exempt. There was,
tuo, other emergency lerislation which had
to he enacted fo meet condidons existing at
the time. Lagtly there was the alleged state-
ment of My, Latham, the Leader of ihe
Country Party n another place, thac if re-
tnrned to office the Country Party would see
to it that the Federal hasie wage applied to
this State.

Hon. A. Thomsou: But Mr. Latham did
not reallv make that statement.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: It was
alleged (hat he had made it. The alleged
statement, in my opinion, did more to give
the present Government their majority than
anything that was done by the late Govern-
ment, T was in the thick of the fight in many
constitueneics, and [ vould sense the Nation-
alist stocks dropping during the last fort-
night, owing to the activity of Labour can-
didates in exploiting the allewed statement
in question. From that standpoint the vot-
ing had nothing whatever to do with the
emergency legislation, and did not constitute
i manclate to the present Government. There
were also the promizes nade by Mr. Collier
and his followers. It must he consilevad
that in these features liex the explanation
of the present Government’s majority. Mr,
Collier promised draztic amendment of the
emergency legislation, He promized to pay
the hasie wage te all nnemploved for threc
manths straight out. and then ta keep themn
on the hasic wage For a further three months,

The Honorary Minister: Why do you nat
quote the Premier eorrectly?

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: That is as
I read his policy speech.

The Honorary Minisier: No,
in his poliey speech.

Fon. J. M. MACFARLAXNE: The Hon-
orarv Minister can deny it. T will look the
matter np again. Anyhow. the sense is there
if the truth is not expressed in the exact

That i« not

words. The Honorary Minister will admit
that. .

The Honorary Minister: No, T will not,

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: The Hon-
orary Minister reminds me of the old Scoteh
lady who raid she was open to be convinced
but would like to sec the person who could
convince her. Taking these various matters
info consideration, one cannot agree that a
mandate for this Bill was given to the Gov-
ernment, They claim to have a mandate
fo alter the emergency legislation so as
to protect the wage earners and others
in various walks of life. To =ay that that
is equitable i= qunite a different thing. TLet
us look at *he voting itself, The mandate
theory explodes when we vrealise that
Labour seenred 84,371 primary votes for
41 seats, while non-Labour secured 104,462,
and that in the case of the nine non-eon-
tested sents, three of which were non-
Labour, the allowanee of o proporfionate
ratio of votes to Labour would still leave
the veling for the mandate in a minority
of about 146,000, To c¢laim a mandate one
must have a definife majority of the peo-
ple.  To contend there was no need for
emergeney legislation is to disazree with
the economists and the Premiers who
evolved the Premiers’ Plan to ncet the
erisis. Tt eannot be denied there was a
crisiz at that time, nor that the erisis is
still with us. For anyone to maintain that
the faet of our having reached the limit of
horrowinz, and our national income in re-
Iation to expenditure having shrunk, deo
not eounstitute a sinte of emergency, amazes
me.  Iiven the knowledze that we have
10,000 workless people in our midst does
not help to convince the Governmeni. We
are being asked moi {o re-enact the meas-
ure of last vear, but to amenit it by abolish-
ing Part V., and thus throw an in-
erega=ed hurden upon industry. In justifi-
cation for this we are asked to aecepi the
vote of the electors, and the statement that
it was in their minds to veturn tie Collier
Government to power in view of their pro-
mise to amend the Act, Can they ne con-
sidered competent guides? It seems to me
there was only one objective. The attitude
of the Clovernment appears to be, if we can
believe they had a mandate from the peo-
ple, to restore wages and to let evervthing
else go hang. Industry and commercial
pursaits have been badly hit. The turnover
has been greatly reduced. What is left is
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being done on margins that do not encour-
age people to continue. If the amendments
forecast by Ar. Baxter are not embodied
in the Bill we shall be faced wilh the re-
strietion, if not ruination and closing down
of husiness, with insolveney and increased
unemployment to follow. Tt has Teen hard
enough to keep ocut BEastern States manu.
facturers with the preferences shown
by the State basic wage as compared with
the Federal, for the former represents an
average additional ineome in the case of
skilled workers of about 5s. per week. To
emphasise what this means T will quote the
rates existing in the other States. Ilere the
basic wage is £3 9s. a week. The Federal
basie wage is £2 19s. 8d., and in South Aus-
tralia, where the situation is mostly gov-
erncd by the Federal basie rate, the amount
is £3 3s. Vietoria follows the Ted-
eral vate, in New South Wales it is £3
6s. and in Queensland £3 1ds. If we add
the proposed increase in the case of the com-
mercial and industrial sections of the com-
munity we see what we have to face. T will
now twn to the primary indunstries. Gola
values nre fietitious, and eould at any time
be seriously affected by circumstances and
the exchange rate. Wool has had a sensa-
tional rise. I hope prices remain where they
ave, but it is usual in business to dread sharp
or sensational rises. We all know the posi-
tion of the wheat farmer. We have had to
call upon the Federal (overument for aid
to keep him on the land. We have also
passed the Farmers’ Debis Adjustment Aet
for the same purpose. We know that the
price of wheat to-day is as low as it was
in 1931, In the case of butter, this com-
modity 15 being sold wholesale in London
at 63s. a ewt., and retailed in Lyons’ estah-
lishments for about 74d. per lb. This is the
lowest price in the history of Australian or
New Zealund butter exports. If we con-
sider the cost of transporting this commodity
to the Home market, we can see exactly
where our dairy farmers stand. We know
also that we are exporting about 50 per
cent. of our production,

Hon, G, Fraser: From Western Australia?

Hon. J. M, MACFARLANE: No, from
Australia,

Hon. . Fraser: How much is Western
Australia exporting?

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE:
48,000 caszes.

About

with
that

Hon. G. Fraser: But we are dealing
the position in this State. How does
support vour argument,

Hon, J. M. MACFARLANE: We know
the bad position in which the potaio grower
finds himself. T believe that the cost of dig-
ring, of bags, transportation and delivery
is just ahont covered by what the potatoes
fetch on the market. The fruiterower is in
much the same pesition. The market gor-
dener has been in a bad way for the last
two years, and the poultryman iz no hetter

‘off. Egegs ¢an to-day be purchased for about

9d. per dozen retall, and the poultry farmer
las to pay Tor his wheat, his Lransport, com-
missions and receive something for lis laboar,
We can see how he stands.

Hon. C. B. Williams: On the goldfelds
people pay double thal price for eggs.

Hon, J. M. MACFARLAXE: It is safe
to say that the people to whom I have
referred comprise ahout 75 per cent. of thoss
engaged in primary indusiry, One ean sce
what the situation means to them as well as

the Government. T am sure that these
people are mnot in a position to meet
their obligations to storekeepers and

tradesmen, and that they are uunable to meet
their obligations to the Guovernment unless
conditions improve, To tell us that the
emergeney conditions have passed away, and
that there is no longer any need for legis-
lation of this kind for the worker, and to
ask that the burden should Le carried en-
girely by the producer and the manufae-
turer, gives rise to sueh 2 serious situation
that I feal that T am facing the most eriti-
eal division I lave ever faced in my life

Hon. C. B. Willlams: As a manufacturer
or as a producer?

Hon. J. M, MACFARLANE: As an in-
dividnal of 1his State,

flon. C. B. Williams: Not as a manufae-
torer?

Hon. J. AL MACFARLANE: As a manu-
facturer and as an individual.

Hon, C. B. Williams: T donbt if, because
vou have your own methods,

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: Those en-
gaged in  manufacturing and commereial
pursuits and in primary industries will re-
main badly off for a considerahle time. There-
fore, unless the Bill is amended, I must offer
it my opposition, With regard to Govern-
ment employees, if this Chamber could com-
prowmise with the Government at all, it should
he on the fuestion of equituble treatment for
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all ¢ivil servamts.  [E the Government can
find £115,000 a vear for distribution, there
should be none of the disecrimination which
is now heing shown in regard to the civil
servants. Surely it would be possible to pay
out the money on a percentage basis, start-
ing with incomes at, say, £400 a year and
working downwards.

The Honorary Minister: What would von
do with those ahove £400 a vear?

Hon, J. M. MACFARLAXNE: On the sal-
ary thev are receiving they would have to
wait until times had improved. I do mnot
say that the time is ripe for the Govern-
ment to pay out anything, but from the
point of view of a compromise, this does
seem to he something on which the Legis-
lative Couneil might make commeon canse
with the Government.

Hon. G. Fraser: You propese to carry
out the Govermment pelicy, and to go a
little higher.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: 1 wounld
not maie the invidious distinctions the
{iovernment are proposing to make,

Hon. G. Fraser: Whether you make it
£300 or £400 a year, the principle is the
same.

Hon. J. M. MACKARLANE: Out of all
this I am satisfied there is a kick coming
to the Government. To whom will they
look fTor sympathy if this proves a very
hard one? The civil service journal has
published a graph showing the salaries,
efe., paid in the different industries in this
State. On reference to that members will
find that the emiployees of banks, insurance
companies, and se forth are a long way
ahead of the employvees of the fiovernment.
In facl, officers of the civil service come
1ozt on the graph.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Private emplovees
are being sacked, hut not #o0 in the case of
Government employees.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANYNE: The rre-
mier said, with reference to the balancing
of the Budgef, that if it meant adequately
feeding the people, then the people would
have to come before the halancing of the
Budget.

Hon, ti. W. Miles: That is where the
money ought to go instead of to the civil
service.

Hon. J. M. MACFAKLANE: It is re-
markable that after the Government had
agreed with the Loan Counell upon a de-
deit for the vear of three-quarters of a

r41

million, they had no ambition to reduce it
below that. T assume the £115,000 will
eome out of revenue, judging from the re-
mark: of the Honorary Minister. If the
Uovernment can find this amount of sur-
plus revenue, surely it ought to be reflected
in a reduction of the deficit, I think that
people who are in employment wouid have
ne objection to the reinstatement of the
old Aet if they saw that the State was
getting iuto a better and heslthier financial
position by u reduction of the deficit, as
this would serve as a barometer of the
position and Indicate that the Stale was
turning the corner. The Premier said he
was prepared to put the feeding of the
people before the balancing of the Budget.
I therefore propose fo help him in that
respact by submitting an amendment to the
provise of Part IT., Clause 6, Subclause (1),
as follows:—

Provided further that notwithstanding any-
thing clsewhere in this Act contained, except
as to any increase in salary due te a rise in
the basic wage, no officer or Government em-
ployee shall vegeive a salary greater than
that which he received as at the 31lst Decem-
ber, 1933, until such titme as all Government
employees, sustenanee or relief workers, are
in receipt of mot less than the State basie
wage,

This would enable ihe Government to carry
oubt the promises contained in the poliey
speech of the Premier. It would also give
the sustenanee worker and the pari-time
worker encouragement, for he would know
that he was being properly looked after in
aceordance with the promises that have
heen made, and that the anomaly which is
apparent in the Bill with respect to the
treatment of (Government servants would
be removed. It is alarming enough to re-
alise that last year we had a deficit of
three-quarters of a million pounds withou
realising also that no attempt has been
made to reduce it helow that figure for this
vear. [t we are not going to attempt to
balance the Budget in a reasonable and
sound way, how ean it be said that the cor-
ner has been turned? If we go on as we
are doing to-day, 1 contend that in the
place of a ihree-quarters of a million de-
ficit, we shall finisk up with one or a mni-
lion and a quarter. In other words, the
situation will get ont of hand. The deficit
appears to sit lightly on the shoulders of
the Government, It has been said that the
emergeney Act of the last Government did
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not faivly treat the worker, that it took
matters out of the hands of the Arbitra-
tion Court. The other night the Honorary
Minister said they stood for arbitration
and all that it meant. T seem to recall
having heard or read siztements from
members nf the Labour Party indicating
that arbitration had failed. An article by
Mr. Hawke, M.L.A., appeared in the *Daily
News’! last night mueh to the same effect.

Hon. €. B. Williams: You do nat helieve
in arbitration. You want the right to bar-
gain.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: T wish the hon. mem-
ber wonld not bark so mnch.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: I am
assured of this, that during the last 12

months in those cases where relief has heen
asked for, it has been granted by the Arbi-
tration Court. Oppurtunity was given for
the employers to apply to that court. Op-
portunity was also given to the employees,
if they considered that any particular in-
dustry had so improved that it should no
longer he subjeet to the emergency condi-
tions apply to the court to have the
court’s order reviewed. ‘When one veal-
15es that the more direet method of Parlia-
mentary action is heing taken, then 1 say
that is not treafing the previous Government
or the Financial Emergency Act itself fairly.
It cannot he said that the Act did not treat
the worker fairly, hecause Clanse 15 gave
both the emplover and employee all the con-
ditions that were required to meel o state of
emergency. To say that we are the only
Parliament in Australin that legizlated
against those conditions—-—
Flon. C. B. Williams: True!

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: —seems to
be nuite heside the question. Needs must
when the devil drives! Commerce could nol
ger an amelioration of eonditions quickly
enough to keep it going, in somewhat the
same way as it was intended to keep the
farmer on the land.

Ron. C. B. Williams: Poor farmer!

Hon. J. M. MACFARLAXNF: When 1
find that they choose now not to use the
Arbitration Courf, but Parliament, to try
to obtain that which is wrong in prineiple,
then it must have my opposition.

Hon. C. B. Williams: You have no chance
of getting it through Parliament.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: Your Gov-
ernment are getting it through now,

Hon. C. B. Williams: You are going fo
fight i and stop it.

Hon, J. M. MACFARLANE: If 1 can.

Hon. €. B, Williams: Too right, you will.

Hen. J. M. MACFARLANE: I am satis-
fied that if something of that sort is not
done, and the Government’s hand is not
stayed, they will have a considerably greater
unumber of unempioyed to deal with in the
future.

Hon. C. B. Williams: That is your idea,
not mine.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: I am
nbliged to support the second reading with
a view to trying to get Mr. Baxter’s pro-
posed amendment passed, and thus give re-
lief to the industrial community. T am op-
posed to the Bill as it stands. T supported
the re-enactment of the previous measure, as
[ helieved it to he fair and equitable. T1f
the Government lgoked at the matter fairly,
they, too, would condemn the present Bill,
and re-emact the previous measure.

HON. J. J. HOLMES (North) {5.4]: I
look upon the Bill as the most important
piece of legislation that has ever leén pre-
sented to this Chamber, and it is prescated
at a time of diffculty and stress which we
are all faeing. I go further and say the
Bill demunds the presence of every member
in order that the subjeet may be carefully
considered and decided by o.majority of
the members. I go still further and say
that holidays should have been postponed,
as I hope anticipated holidays will be post-
pomed, until this matter is dealt witha
‘This House is a House of review, a Honse
of eqnity and justice, and its members
have never had a better opportunity of
proving tc the public of this State that
thev stand for the fair treatment of all. I
am eertain that by the time the Bill has
been Jealt with, this House will have es-
tablished itself for many vears to come.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Tt is the most con-
servative of Houses.

Hon. J, ). HOLAMES: The Labour Party
al one time had a plank in its platform, the
abolition of the Legislative Counecil.
They found the plank an unpopular one,
and dropped it. This Bill, by the time the
House has dealt with if, will prevent the
vesurrection of that plank in the Labour
Party's platform for many years to come.
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Hon. €. B. Williams: To show the public
what an expensive House it is, we have
had to come back after the holidays.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I want to deal with
the question of the Government’s poliey
and to explain to members who it is that
should define the policy of any party. It
iz the leader of the party. There are only
three men in the Legislative Assembly—at
one tiwe there were two—who can define
the policy of their party. They are the
Premier, the Leader of the Country Party,
and the Leader of the National Party.

Hen. €. B. Williams: You cannot speak
for the Labour Party.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: There is an rrre-
sponsible babble from Mr. Williams’ chair
when mewmhers speak. I am not going to
be interrupted. The House has to decide
whether it will hear me or him.

_ Hon. C. B. Williams interjected.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! I
remind Mr. Williams that he was not sul-
jected to interjections when he was speak-
ing, and I hope he will extend the same
consideration to other members.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: T reached the point
as to who should define the policy of a
party. Now I ask what has been the policy
of any Government during the last 15
vears, except a poliey of borrow and
spend? The leader who made the most pro-
mises, partieularly promises of inereases
in wages and salaries, and inerease of ex-
penditure, was the man who came back to
power. That has been the poliey for at
least 15 years. There has been no other
poliey, except in matters of detail. As I
say, there are only three men whom we
esn recognise as being able to define a
poliey at the present time. Were that not
so, we would have had at Jeast 50 policies
from another place. As was actually the
case, each man had a poliey of his own to
submit to the eountry. Some of the rank
and file ape forcing upon this country not
Alr, Collier’s policy, buf the policy defined
by them when they were irresponsible can-
didates seeking return to Parliament. Mr.
Collier’s policy is the policy that I look
to, and no other. Even the Minister in
this House yesterday referred to the policy
of the supporters of the present Govern-
ment. The supporters of the present Gov-
ernment were never pinned down to any-
thing. They should be pinned down to
the policy of the leader of the party. Tt is

conunon knowledge that Mr. Collier did not
go to Lhe country and promise the Heavens
above, the earth beneath, and the waters
under fhe earth. Tt is common knowledge
he would not do that, because he has a
sense of responsibility. He knows his job,
and will do it if left alone, He refused to
make irresponsible promises, yet some of
the would-be shining lights would make
promises, and then have the audacity to
come to this House and say, ‘‘That is the
policy of the Government,'’ whereas it is
their individnal poliey. Nobhody could ac-
cept it; we would never get anywhere if
we did. Mr. Collier rightly left himself
free on the finjneial emergency legisla-
tion. He said i would require drastie
amendment. Mr. Maeferlane this after-
noon  said that My, Collier said some-
thing else. 1 rannot remember having
read it, at all events not in that light.
Mr. Collier did say that the financial emerg-
ency legislation required drastic amendment.
That was a very astute statement by a very
astute man. It left him in the position to
reduce still further, more than 221 per cent.,
or to give a little back. It left him open to
do exaetly as he liked. Consequently, there
was no definite poliey with respect to the
financial emergeney legislation.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: I eannot imagine
his making an increase.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES : Now we bave this
Bill. Tt is not introduced by Mr. Collier, the
Premier. [f members read the Bill, they will
find that the Treasurer may do this or he
may dao that; but he is almost silent on the
subject. The Bill was introduced by the
Minister for Works, who may have made
a4 promise at election time that Mr. Collier
would not make. T am not accepting Mr.
MeCallum’s policy. [ am following his
leader, Mr. Collier. We come now to con-
sider the right of the Council to question
anything contained in the Bill. If the pre-
amble be looked at, we find the words, “Be
it therefore enacted by and with the
advice and consent of the Legislative Coun-
eil . ... .” Yeb we have irresponsible men
asking, “What right have the Council to in-
terfere with our policy? (What right bave
the Couneil to amend this Bill” I ecan
understand why Mr. Collier did not intro-
duce the Bill, why he was not prepared to
bring forward a Bill providing that £100,000
should he given to one section of the com-
munity, becanse in his pre-election speech,
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at the close of the last session of the pre-
vious Parliament, he promised when he
was in the Greenough electorate supporting
the Labour candidate, that he would see the
wheatgrowers of this country got £100,000.
At the close of the session when the Mitchell
Government were in power he, on the 15th
December, moved the adjournment of the
House on a matter of urgency, the urgency
of the position of the wheatgrowers. T think
prices were better then than they are to-day.
This is what Ar. Collier then said. It is
his policy, not Mr. McCallum’s, nor that of
any of his irresponsible followers, That is
why I presnme the Leader of the House,
whom we all know, is not waxing eloguent
on this Bill. Greenough is part of his pro-
vinge. Mr. Collier said, on the 15th Decem-
her, 1932, page 2496 of “Hansard"—

T wonder whether . . . . this Government
{the Mitchell Government), which was elected
to restore confidence, have any real under-
standing or appreciation of the part that the

farmers and wheaigrowers play in  the
national life of Australia.

He proceeded—

They cannot have any proper appreciation
of the relative importance of industries
within the Commonwealth. If they had, they
would say, regardless almost of the financial
position of the Commonwealth Treasury, that
the farmers of Awustralia must be kept on
their holdings. The national solveney de-
pends on those primary producers being able
to carry on production without any cousider-
able diminution of their ontput.

Every thinking man could come to no other
conclusion but that there was nothing exeept
stark insolveney faecing the Commonwealth
if the primary producers were driven off
their holdings becanse they were unahle to
carry on. Continuing, he said—

No sacrifice i3 too great in order that that
shonld be avoided.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: Thank God for “Han-
sard,”

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: The compensation
offered is £115,000 for a section of the rom-
munity already well paid!

Hon. C. F. Baxter; That case suhmitted
by Mr. Collier was in association with the
representatives of the Wheatgrowers’ Union.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I do not ecare who
assisted in putting it up; the statement is
a good one. Mr. Coilier continned—

To-day in our wheat growing arens, that
all important factor in the make-up of cvery
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man, whether o wheatgrower or ip any other
occupation, is almost cntirely destroyed. The
result is that men are disheartened, hroken
in spirit. . . . . Even with that assistance the
year’s operations showed a loss to practieally
every farmer in the State. Now we come {o
this, the third year, and we have ilmost
phumbed the depths of prices known in the
listory of this State, and with wheat worth
about 2s. 2d. per bushel—

Wheat prices to-day are 2s. or less
bushel—

—it is admitted that the cost of growing
wheat is not less than 3s. per bushel —here
again for the third year our farmers are faced
with an almost dead loss. No section of the
community ¢an stand up against a suceession
of bad years snch as the farmers hava experi-
enced, So is it any wonder that they are
restless, dissatisfied, losing hope and losing
ambition. |, , . . ?  There comes a time when
our farmers will decline o bhe slaves awd
serfs, uneared for by other suetions of the
community. . . . Within meusurauble distance,
within two years or a little over, the area
under wheat will have decreased by not less
than 50 per cent- I do not believe that is an
exaggerated statement. I ask the people of
Western Australia to picture the conditions
of things in this State, with all our respousi-
bilities and Jliabilities, when wheatgrowing
shall have deereased to the extent of 50 per
Ts it unreasonable to say that
men who labour all the year in producing an
essential commodity—a commodity ulmost
esgential to life itself—shounld not at least
have first claim upon their commodity for a
fair sustenance allowance. Surely that is

per

fair, . .. .. It is all very well to say we
have not the momey. We ought to find the
moeney—

That is fo say, Mr. Collier contended we
ought to find the money for the wheat-
growers. This is Mr. Collier’s policy, deliv-
cred during the course of a speech imme-
diately before the elections. He went nn io
say—

[ would supplement the Commonwealth

grant by making available for assistance to
our wheat growers the svm of £100,000. . . .

Hon. B. TA. . Hall: He has slipped a hii.

Hon. JJ. J. HOLMES: The “Hansard” re-
port continnes—

The Premicr (Hon. Sir James Mitehell):
You would have to get it by taxation.

Hon. P. COLLIER: No, [ will tell the
Premier how T would get it. Tn common with
other State Treasurers he is ealled upon to
frame his Budget proposals on the basis of
the deficit allowed him for the year.

The Premier: T did not agree to that.

Hon, P. COLLIER: I know; but the Loan
Council fixed the deficit for ench State, and
ours wasg fixed at £763,000,



[17 Jaxvary, 1934.] 75

The Premier: I did not agree to that; I had
to take it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I know that. At auy
eate, that is the deficit allowed for this finan-
cial year. 1 will tell the Premier what I
would do. 1 would make £100,000 available
to the wheatgrowers and hy so deing [ would
inerease the deficit by that amount, making
it £363,000. T would then g to the Toan
Couneil and fight them on it.

That was the policy of Mr. Collier, nnt thai
of Mr. MeCallum or anyone else.

Hon, J. Nicholson: Ts that what he is wo-
ing to do under this measure?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I will fell the
House what the position is belore I finish,
and I will explain why the Premier is not
in chavge of the Bill. IMe wanted te carry
out his promise, but he was not allowed to

do so. T know Mr. Collier and T respect him.

He made that statement in the Legislative
Assembly in December, 1932, but Mr. Collier
cannot get all his own way. We have heard
a lot about apologies, but I make no apology
for detaining members, beeause I am denling
with a poliecy speech by the Premier when
he was Leader of the Opposition. Not vnly
were the statements made in the Legislative
Assembly, but they were repeated through-
oub the State in snpport of Labour candi-
dates. Tn the course of the “Hansard” re-
port, Mr. Collier’s speech included the fol-
lowing—

Let the Loan Council turn the Dremier
down. e has an unanswerable ease, and it

would not be the first time the defivit agreed
upon had been execcded.

1£ the Mitchell Government conld exceed the
deficit allowed hy the Loan Council to the
extent of £100,000, surely Mr. Collier with
all his power and his strength, haecked up
by the great body of opinion of men who
sit behind him in another place, could get
the extra £100,000, if he asked for it. How-
ever, he eontinued in his speech-——

T would make the £100,000 available, and T
would go to the Loan Council and say ‘T am
very sorry but I have not been able to live
within the amount you have allowed me. T
have expended an additional £100,000, whieh
I made available for the assistance of the
wheatgrowers of Western Australin . . .. ..
1 would incur fthat expenditure and then
throw the Tesponsibility on to the Loan Coun-
¢il of dishonouring the Government’s cheques.
They would not dare to do so. . . .. There is
a way by which it ean be done, although I
know it involves defiance of the Loan Coun-
cil. . . . . We are confronted with the possi-
bility of a real crash in Western Australia if
conditions do not improve.

Conditions have not improved.  That has
been made clear by Mr. Baxter and Mr.
Maefarlane und olhers who know what the
position is, or think about it at all, To again
quete Mr. Collier—

We are confronted with a possibility of a
real crash in Western Australia if conditions
do not improve, and a big factor in tiding us
over our diffienities will be Government assist-

ance to this great nod important indusiry of
wheat growing.

Where is thaf assistunce indicated? Under
lhe Bill, £115,000 is to be given to one sec-
tion of the community, of whomn all are in
permanent positions,

Hon. G. W, Miles: Yes, to civil servants.

Houn. .I. .. HOLMES: In eoncluding his
remarks in the Aszembly, Mr. Collier said—

The T'remier shouidl sce that this money is
made available irrespective of what the

deficit may be, and then he shonld fight it ont;
with the Lean Couneil Jater on.

‘These extraets from Mr. Collier’s speech in-
dicate what he said in moving the adjourn-
rent o’ the House on a matter of urgeney,
immediately prior to the elections, Every-
one knew it was a pre-election speech. It
was quoted time after time throughout the
country as indicaking what Mr. Collier
would do if he were returned 4o power.
I go further and say that the speech
indieates what JMr. Collier would have
done had he been allowed to give effect
to his noliey. | know that statement was
repeateill all throngh the Greenough elee-
lorate, nud il was repeated by the Premier
at a big nweeting at Mingenew.

Hon. K. T1. H. Hall: But the people did
not swaliow it there.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I would have swal-
lowed it, because I know Mr. Collier and
trust hin. [ understand that dodgers were
thrown over farmers’ gates bearing the
words ‘F£100,000—Policy of Incommng Gov-
ernment.””  The faet remains that that
£100,000 has heen lost sight of. In another
place, the Bill was introduced by the Min-
ister for Works (Hon. A. MeCallum) and
not by the Premier. I go further and point
ont that in this House the Bill was intro-
duced by the Honorary Minister (Hon.
W. H. Kiteon), beeause we know that the
Chief Seeretarv (Hon. J. M. Drew),
who represents the provinee in  which
the statement was made, s 2 man of
honour, and knew what promise was made
in his provinee. Knowing Mr. Drew as we
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do, we know he would not come to
this Chamber and move the second
reading of the Bill that does not
honour the promise to provide money for
the farmers, but, on the other hand, seeks
to give another section of the commumity
£115,000. Mr. Drew is not that sort of
man, and he could not do it. We have to
visualize the position that must have arisen,

Member- You seem to know a good deal
about them.

Hon. 4. J. HOLMES: If Labour Min-
isters were all Colliers, Drews, Millingtons,
Troys, and Willeocks, they would not do
much harm.

Tlon. T.. 0. H. Hall: You have not left
out very many.

Hon. A. M. Clydesdale: He left out the
Honorary Minister,

The Honorary Minister: Mr. Holmes
will not have the Honorary Mipister at any
price.

Hon. 1. J. HOLMES: There were a num-
ber of Labour men in the House when Mr.
Collier made his statement in 1932, and
many heard him make the statement
throughout the cowntry that £100,000 would
be provided for the farmers. We do not
know what goes on behind the closed doors
of the cavreus room, but we can visuahse
what happened. We can conceive the fol-
lowing heing said, “Yonm promised yon
would find £100,000 for the farmers, but
the farmers are not going to get it. We
are going to get it all” This is how the
position appears to me. T can coneeive
the Premicr saying, ‘‘Very well, if you
want that. T am not going to put up the
Bilt; someonc else can do s0.”’ We have
heard something said about retiring mem-
bers of the Legislative Council having
no right to vote on this Bill. When it
comes to a decision as to what the State
reqnires and what ought to be done, no man
is more capable of arriving at a wise or a
better decision than the present Premier,
but the trouble is that he is not allowed to
do what he thinks best. That is the whote
trouble. As to the dnfy of retiring mem.
bers in relation 1o the Bill before the
Hounse, T was returned for the fifth time,
having heen four times unopposed, just
ubout the time the present Government took
office, or a little while before that. I was
returned pledged to continme in the same
old way and to act as I had for the pre-
vious fifteen vears. T was {o endeavour lo
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save the State from financial asaster. 1
presunic T have a right o speak on the
Bill and to vote on it, having bren returned
to the Council in the manner 1 have indi-
cated. In any case, those members who are
going up for re-clection this year or are
about to retirve, were properly clected, and
have to earry out their task until others
are chusen to take their places. If the Gov-
ernment desired a reflection of publie opin.
ton, the best way for themr would have been
to put up a nominee in connection with the
electior: m the South-West Province that
is proceeding now. That would have been
a {rial of strength, but the Government did
not dare o do it.

Hon. . Fraser: They mny try in your
provinee instead.

Hon, G. W, Miles: You would meet your
Waterloo there. But what about the Leader
of the Nationalist Pariy and the TLeader
of the Country Party contending that we
had no vight to interfere with this legis-
lation?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Have T tnhe floor,
or have T not? Very important prineiples
are invelved in the Bill. One is that it pro-
vides, as 1 understand it, for an expendi-
ture of £90,000 this finanecial year for a
section of the community already in per-
manent employment.

The Honovary Minister: 1 woncer how
many more fimes you will have to be cor-
rected on vour figures? .

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I do not think
there is any doubt ahout £30,000 having
heen expended during the last half year,
and another £60,000 is to be paid out if
the Bill be agreed to. That means £90,000
for this year and £115,000 or £120,000 for
the next finaneial vear.

The Honorary Minister: You ought to re-
consider the matter, and get vour hgures
acenrate,

Hon. 1. J. HOLMES: As 1 understand
them, those were the figures given to mem-
bers.

The Fonorary Minister: Not hy me. [
have used one =et of fizures all through.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: According to my
calenlations, £60,000 would represent the
expenditure in the second half of this year.
I think the Minister yesterday correeted an
hon. memher and said, “Let us deal with this
financial year” T am dealing with the finan-
cial year ending 30th June next. and T am
toking the figures of approximately £60,000,
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Is that money available, and ean we afford
to provide it? If =0, surely the only equit-
able distribution must be to give it back on
a pro rata hasis to those from whom it has
heen taken. They all suffered for the com-
men ecause; they all arreed to the deduetions
for the common canse, and if we are in a
position to give back £60,000, common sense
demands that cach and every person from
whom the money was taken should have a
queta refurned. If money is to be refunded,
all must be treated alike. I think I am cor-
rectly advised—io use the words of Mo
Piesse, the information is straight from the
horse's mouth—that there are 1,490 -ivil
servants and that 329 will receive an aver-
age of £4 per annum, which gives us a tota!
of £1,300. The teachers will get approxi-
mately £7,000 for the year, or £3,500
for the half year. The railway officers will
receive £3,000 for the year, or £2,500 For Lhe
half year. These figures make up a total of
£7,300 for distribation amongst civil ser-
vants, teachers and railway officers.  The
vearly basis has been given us as £00,000.
What, then, becomes of the other £82,000
odd? T{ will go back to the wages men and
the country is to be saddled with that while
the wheatgrowers starve. The wages men
are getting 11} times as much increase as
the salaried men. Ts there any justice in
that? Is there any need to remind meiahers
that the ecountry is looking to this Chamber,
as it never looked to it before, to see that
justice is done. We have heard about equal
sacrifices. Surely it is right and fair to
say that equal refunds should be made, that
is, if any refunds at all are to be made. The
country will he sannoyed, there is no donht
about that, if this House falls down on its
job. I do not for one moment think it will.
The alternative is to throw out the Bill, and
although it may cost £65,000 for the ialf
vear to do so, it might be worth that snm
of money to prove to the people of the
country the fallacy of what the so-called
policy-makers preach six days a week, that
the only selution of our trouble is, give
everything back, return to everybody their
spending power, never mind where it comes
from, and so bring about a state of pros-
perity. That is what the wrecking of the
Bill will do. It might cost the State for
the half year £65,000, but it might be worth
the money to prove the fallacy of the doc-
trine preached from one end of the country
to the other. That is the result of leaving

others to think for them. 1f the course I
suggest be adopted, the fallaecy of it all will
be brought howe to those who will not think
for themselves. We have a (fovernment that
has a monopoly of evervthing. They can fix
railway freights, harbonr charges ard even
impose surcharges. They have control of
evervthing that brings them in revenue, and
vet they can only give haek a small sum to
one section of their employees, and under
the Bill they ask the employers of the State
to give everybody the full rates of pay exist-
ing hefore the ¢rigis and confinue to meet
competition from elsewhere.

Hon. G. Fraser interjected.

Hou. J. J. HOLMES: The hon. member
comes from Fremantle and I hope we shall
hear from him in due course, not now. The
only Governmen{ supporter who has so far
spoken to the Government’s proposals is Mr.
Williams and he said he infended to vote
for the Bill hecause he had to. Let us see
what Mr. McCallum had to say when he in-
troduced the Bill in another place.  Mr.
McCallum is one of those who would give
haek everything to reach a state of prosper-
ity, though he will not give the wages to the
men that Parliament says must be given. Pri-
vate employers on everv pay day are paying
the fnll amount that was paid before the
deductions were made, but the Labour Gov-
ernment, blacklegging on their own men, are
withholding the payments that are justly due
to their emplovees. The Bill provides that
the employers, not only now, but afterwards,
shall pay everything without any deductions.
Could anvihing be more illogieal? Is it any
wonder that M. Collier did not father the
Bill in another place? Mr. MeCallum, in
introducing the Bill, said—

Not only has the Premiers’ Plan paralysed
the spending power of the poor people, but it
has resulted in the stagnation of the com-
merce and trade of Ausiralia. In our judg-
ment there is no hope of the trade and com-
merce of this country reviving until such time
as the people have had returned to them their
rurchasing power.

This Bill gave the Government the opportu-
nity, when we refused to aceept it, to give
back the purchasing power, irrespective of
where it was fo come from, but they set np
a howl in the “Worker” newspaper, which is
the mouthpiece of the present Government
and supports the policy of increased spend-
ing power. That newspaper printed in big
headlines that the Legislative Council was
plunging the State inte finaneinl chaos, But
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the Legt=lative Covnell did exactly what had
to be done to save the situation. So mueh
for misleading the public. Surely the public
will have their eves opened to the position
before this Chamber has fnished with it.
Mr. Williams delivered 1{he most able speeeh
he has made for vears past in which he told
us that the solution of the difticuliv was to
give evervbody back their spending power.
He quoted Kalgoorlie and, incidentally, that
hon. member cannot see outside the Dboun-
daries of Wualwoorlie, where the gold which
is being mined = nbout 100 per cent. higher
in price than it was before the depression
set in.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: You can dig it up in
the footpaths there.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES : [t does not matter
where it eomes from. The mine managers
are anxious to zet the gold out of the
ground at any price, and they have done
more to create dissatisfaction in this State
than has any other seetion of the community
by disobeying the award of the Arbitration
Court. Al they desire to do is to get the
gold out of the ground while the going is
good and while the price is high. If they
gave consideration to the men who beeome
afflicted through working underground, 1
would not mind s0 much, but a big propor-
tion of those men ave pushed on to the State,
and the State will be responsible for their
welfare when the mines are worked out, as
they will he, some day. At the same time
I hope that that day is a long way off. We
inust remember also that every omnce of gold
taken out of the ground is an ounce less to
be dng out, whereas, with regard to wheat
growing, every thue vou tickle the soil with
a hoe, you reap a harvest.

Hon. R. G. Monre: But without any profit
Just now.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: That is the differ-
ence between the mining for rold and pro-
duetion from the s0il. I know it hurts the
Kalgoorlie people to refer to the subjeet in
this way.

Hon. R. G. Moore: The goidfield: have
done a great deal for the State,

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Yes, but we pro-
vided the poidfields with wafer at a cost of
£100,000 u year. 1f the mining companies
looked after their emplovees, 1 would nof
mind: but the industrx haz done more to
upsget the lubour position in the State than
any other that | know of. I[ it were to cost
the Government another £65.000 to pay

evervoue the full rate, we would demonsteale
the fallaey of increasing the spending power
irrespective ot where the woney came from,
The only place from which it could come
woutld be the Loan Council and it would he .
My, Collier’s job, although he did not intro-
duce the Bill, to go to the Loan Couucil and
tell them that he wanted another £65,000 he-
rause he refused to listen to the reasouable
proposals of the Legislative Couneil of this
State. That also might have a good effect.
Monopolies in  competition with private
traders have an agreed deficit of £750,000 to
the A0th June, 1934; and for the halt-year
ended on the 31st December, 1933, the de-
fieit is £800,000. Half of the vear is ygone,
amd we are £30,000 over the agreed defieit
for the vear; aml yet we are told that
£90,000 is available for the purposes of the
Bill. Tt is a marvellous piece of finauce, if
we can believe it. Take the Railway De-
partment. The loss for the last half-vear
amounnts to £200,000. There ave abont 25
million pounds invested in our railways, and
oun this amount we pay iuterest.  Private
enterprise has nearly run the railways off
the track. Therefore we cannot expect too
much assistance from the Railway Depart-
menf.  There are ten millions of money in-
vestell in group settlement, The Treasury
has to pay fowr per cent. on that money. LE
the interest was paid by the group seftlers,
it would mean £400,000 a year coming in,
But T have it on the best of authority that
the utmost the Government have been able
to squeeze out of the groupies last year is,
not £400,000, but a paltry £4,000. We ecan-
not throw away hundreds of thousands of
pounds, Some hon. members may not like
my saying uncomplimentury things ahout Mr.
Collier, but T give credit where eredit js due.

The Honorary Minister: You are quite im-
partial.

Hou, J. J. HOLMES: Wihat concerns e
is the difference between £4,000 and £400,000.
Does the Treasurer debit up the £400,000
to the groupies aund take credit for the
amount in the Treasury books?

Hon. A. Thomson: That has been done in
the past.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: It is an easy mat-
ter fo improve one’s position by saying that
one has interest owing to the exient of
£396,000. The erash will come when we reach
the dead-end and the £3906,000 per annum
is not forthcoming. | think the interest has
heen a hook entry. Speaking from memory,
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we have had a special grant from the lm-
perial Government which was used to wipe
off u lot of the interest that had been debited
up; but who is going to wipe off this annual
charge of £396,000 when the general squave-
up comes? We have the Agrienltural Bank
diselosures going on, and there has been a
vollapse of our primary producers. Wool
is the obe bright spot on the producing hori-
zon. T have my own idea about weol, thongh
[ do not sav it is correct.  Still, I know what
happened before, and what is likely to hap-
pen again. Wool went down and down and
down until it was so cheap that the ron-
sumption of wool went up. Naturally so,
hecause there was nothing to compete with
it at the price. The people in the wool trade
at the other end of the world found them-
selves, at the close of the previous season,
with no stocks in reserve. 1y opinion is
that they are not going to be eanght twice.
They are going in now and buying up and
huving up wool to create a reserve. When
they have created that reserve, their turp
will eome again as it came before, and they
will sit back until they can buy at their ¢wn
price. There is no justification, I contend,
for the big increase in the price of wool. [t
has heen said that there are wars and
rumours of wars, and that this accounts for
the inerease. My honest opinion is that that
is the game which is being played. The
buyers of wool are not there for the good of
their health, but to make money. Next there
is the question of £118,000 surplus sinking
fund. Tt has been said—TI hope it is nof
trne—that the Treasurer will annex that
amount and take it into revenue if he can.
There is some indication that Canberra is
not likelv to part with the amount without
some thought. It is suggested that that
£118,000 of accumulated sinking fund might
he used to help to provide for the commit-
ments under the Bill. In view of what is
transpiring, I hope that will never happen.
Under the Financial Agreement a special
sinking fund of four per cent. per annum
must be provided to liquidate deficits—a very
wise provision, becanse there is a liability
and no asset. According to my calenlations,
at the 30th June next we shall have dodged
that sinking fund fo the extent of £680,000.
This vear's quota of sinking fund is £220,000.
I do not think any Treasurer would, in such
circumstances, be guilty of taking the
£118,000 aceumnlated in the sinking fund
for a debt of 40 vears hack., The late

[ord Forrest made provision for that
sinking fund. The policy of the country
then was to provide a sinking fund for
every Join. Onee we got awax from that
prineiple we¢ hegan to get into irouble,
Havinge got away from the Finaneial \gree-
ment. we are getting further and further
inty Trouble; and where it will all end I
do not know.

Hon. i, W, Miles:
tion,

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: The result of the
increase in wages preposed by the Bill) in
omitting Part V., will be such as to go a
long way to prevent us from starting
~econdary industries in Western Australia.
A great baitle is being put up, under the
leadlershipr of Mr. Kenneally, Tor laeal pro-
duction, which according to that wentleman,
iz to he the salvation of this ¢country. Just
az the wovement, having been handled
pretty  well, is  going  on salisfactorily,
the Government eome along with a
proposal to increase the wages of the
skilled tradesmen of this conntry to 4 much
higher rate than the present, and much
above the rate paid in the Fastern States.
ifow this Bi!l is to be synchronised with
Mr. Keunenlly’s statements T do not kEnow.
The estalliskinent of secondary industries
amdd lacal produetion here de not synchron-
ise with inereases in wages over and ahove
those ruling in any other part of Australia,
There is another statement which wili not
synehronise.  [n introducing the Bill Mr.
McCallum said that the Government had
the £100,000 required. It was their job to
find it. ‘That was another insult to Parlia-
ment. My, MeCallom said the Government
had the money and were going to spend it
in thi- way., On the same day, or the day
after, Mr. Kenneally, who is Minister for
Employment, told the unemployed that he
had come to the end of his financial tether,
that he had no more money to spend. Yet
the Minivter for Works declares, ‘* We have
£100,000 available, and we are going to
spend it in soch a way that the man out of
emplevinent will not get any of it.”” The
irony of the thing is that private employers
are to be penalised witli additional pay-
ments while the Government, who are not
roing to he penalised, will not he paying
what thev are entitled to pay. As regards
the distribution of the momney, I want to
know before the Bill passes—and 1 hope
olher members will join we in trying to get

It will end in unifica-
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the information—how many persons have
participated in the rebates already made,
and who those persons are, and what
amounts they have had refunded to them.
We have heard Mr. McCallum on the sub-
ject of interference with the Arbitration
Court. In introducing last session’s Bill he
said—

‘We have set up a tribunal for that purpose,
and have clothed it with anthority to examine
and obtain evidence, and to canvass all the
eircumstances surrounding the subject How
are we equipped to deal with such a matter?
What information have we? We are totally
unfitted for such a task. To bring such ques-
tions into the political arena, cspecially in
industrial areas, would, as I and other mem-
bers said when sitting opposite, introduce into
the politics of this country an element that
would be degrading in the extreme.

Hon. E. H. H, Hall: The Minister did
not say that in connection with long service
leave fur the Railway Department,

Hon. L. B. Bolton: And the Government
are in competition with private enterprise.

Hon. J. J, HOLMES: That is Mr. Me-
Callum on interference with arbitration
awards, Yet I am told that money has
already heen distributed under this secheme,
advantage being taken of a provision in the
Aect for correcting nnomalies—nol correct-
ing awards of the Arlitration Court, but
correcting anemalies. A certain amount of
money has been given back behind the Arbi-
tration Court. Yef we have the Minister
in charge of the Bill saying, ‘*What do we
know about it? It is the Arbitration
Court’s joh, Xt is vrepulsive to me
to have anything to do with it."”’
Nevertheless, this would appear to have
been done under the lap. So much for non-
interference with the Avrbitration Court.
1 should like to know how many employees
will participate in the £60,000 lo be distri-
huted during the half-year. I should like
to know to what amount the employees will
participate. Snrely we are entitled to know
whether jostice is being done or not! I
should like to know whether awards made
by the court and awards amended by the
court—the court has the right fo amend
awards on evidence submitted te it—have
been altered under the emergency legislation.
That information we are enfitled to have,
and I hope it will be supplied. Apart from
the decisions of the court, agreements are
made and registered with the counrt, and we
are entitled to know whether any departure
has been made from those agreements. Some-

body referred to the remarks of the Minister
us sob-stuff. He said it was repulsive to be
asked to do certain things, When we find
that apparently those things have been done,
what are we inclined to think? We are in-
clined to think that not only will the Govern-
ment not tell us where the money 15 to come
from, but where it has gone ur where it is
going. When we passed the financial emerg-
ency tax legislation inereasing the rate of
tax from 44d. to 9d. in the pound, we were
told that every penny was required in order
to keep within the amount of the deficit
agreed upon. We were not told anything
about & sum of money proposed to be re-
stored to a seetion of Government employees,
nof a word.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: I'he Honorary Minis-
ter said the Premier had allowed for it.

Hon. A. Thomson: You will not find any
reference to it in the Estimates

Hon. J, J. HOLMES: We huve had the
financial statement hefore us and it contained
no such referenee that I could find. Still,
we know what the public are thinking. A
maid in my home, certainly Seotch, said to
me thiz merning, “Mr. Holmes, are we siill
paying the financial emergency tax?’ I re-
plied, “Yes” She said, “I thought it had
gone by the board.” T replied, “No, it has
not goue by the board. The Lahour Govern-
ment—I] emphasised the Labour Government
—imposed that tax uper you and now they
are proposing to give £100,000 back to cer-
tain Gouvernmeni servants who are in com-
fortable jobs.” There is one convert, I hope.
While the Bill proposes to give money back
to a favoured seetion, it will become neces-
sary, before we have finished, again to pro-
vide for redneed interest rates—interest on
which many widows and orphans are living.
We have reduced rents and we eontinue to
reduce them, and that formed no part of
the Premiers’ Plan. I understand Western
Australia was the only State that did reduce
rents. We have, by legislation, prevented
the colleetion of renmts, and old people who
had nothing but rents to live upon are un-
able to get their money and are on the verge
of starvation.

Hon. A. Thomson: And they cannet get
the old age pension.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: They cannot get the
old age pension because they have property,
and they cannot collect the rents for their
property. We recently passed ihe Pur-
chasers’ Proteetion Bill. All such people are
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heing penalised as il there had been no ym-
provement in centditiuns,  Yet this Bill, in-
troduced at the eleventh hour, provides for
the distribution vf money amongst u section
of Government servants. Could anvthing be
more iniguitous, could anything he more dis-
gusting than such a propesal? One thing
that has happened is rather serious. Jndges
and Ministers were not included with the
vridinary membhber of Parliament for the sul-
ary reduction; they were provided for under
a speeial Act, by which judges and Ministers’
galaries were reduced 223 per cent.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Tt did not reduce their
sulary as members hut only the Ministerial
allowance.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The Ministerial
allowanee was reduced by 224 per cent. Evi-
dently it was fell that the full payment
should not he made. and a Bill providing
For the reduction was submitted to us, We
accepted the mensure as their estimate of
their own worth, and passed it. One im-
portant point I wish to stress is that affect-
ing pensions. There are a number of peo-
ple in this State who, 40 years ago, worked
as teachers, and in similar capaecities, for
the paliry Governmeunt salaries paid in those
days. Some of them were drawing pensions
of £15 a year and ithe amount has heen
reduced to £12. This Bill prowides that
siaich pensions shall be adjusted by executive
act. I said, by way of interjection, the other
day—sand 1 repeat it now—that we should
not leave those old and taithful servants at
the whim of any Covernment, be it Labour,
Nationalist or Country Party. We should
stipulate in this Bill what the percentage is
to be, and not leave it to any Government,
friend or fee, to make whatever revision
they choose. I regard that point as wmost
important; I o further and say that T con-
sider pensions should never have been inter-
fered with. Alen and women have done their
jobs and given their lives to the serviec of
this country, and after they retired on a pen-
sion on which they could just exist—a lot of
them could not exist on it—the amount was
cut down. Tf there is to be any restoration
of thosze cuts, it should e done by Aet of
Parliament and not hv Ministerial aet. T
should like to know what the position will
he regarding State trading coneerns, We
have State sawmills operating in ecompetition
with firms like Millars, I understand that if
the alteration of wages occurs, some of the
big sawmiils will have to pay an additional

£2,004h & vear in wages, 1 should like {o
know whether the emplovees of the Stafe
sawmills, being Governiment emplovees, will
reveive o lower rate of pay than will em-
plovees of other timber concerns,

Hon. 1. V. Piesze: Would theirs be skilled
Labour?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: There is a lot of
wkillee labour amungst sawmill emplovees. [
shoulil like to hear from Mr, Gray and Mr.
Fraser rowething ahout the State Shipping
Serviee,  Will employees of that service he
afferted, and will the freights charged to
North-Wezt ports be affected? Those mem-
hers represent the West I’rovince, which in-
eludes the port of Fremantle, and surely it
is not toe much to ask them for their views
on the Rill and its effect on the State Ship-
ping Service, on which we are alvendy losing
a ot of money every year.

Hon, G. W, Miles:
thing about it?

Hon. 1. J. HOLMES: Thev should know
that. IF they do not know, it is prehably
their mizfortune and not their fault. The
Wyndham Meat Works employ a body of
men under conditions the like of which are
not granted by any meat works in the world.
Theirs is a wonderful job in which fathers tell
their sens and sons tell their sons to look out
for the jobh. The growers this season received
£l 13s. Gd. per head for their eattle treated
at the Wyndham Meat Works, and il is
estimated that when the mest is sold they
will get £2 13s. per head. T am told by a
man intimately interested in the cattle
trade that if similar conditions apply next
year, and Part V. of the Act be not re-en-
acted, it will make a differcnce of 10z, per
head, so that growers will get £2 5s. next
vear instead of £2 15s.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane:
four-year old cattle.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The cattle grawers
of the North, burdened with all the difficul-
ties with which they have to contend, have
to sell against growers in the Eastern
States, and no slaughtering  establizh-
ment in the Eastern States pays any-
thing like the wages paid by the Wyna-
ham Meat Works, Tn calculating the wages
paid to the Wyndham Meat Works em-
ployees. we have to include their fares zrom
Fremantle to Wyndham an baclk, and pay-
ment from the time the men leave Freman-
tle until they return. I do not propose to
detain the House any langer, beyond em-

Do they know any-

For three or
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phasising that 1 do not eare whether we
have £1,000 or £100,000 to restore to em-
ployees, we have to restore it on a pro rata
basis to the people from whom it was taken.

Members: Hear, hear!

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: In giving money
back to the pensioners, we must do it by
Act of Parlinment and not by Ministerial
act. I hope we shall be given more infor-
mation before the Bill reaches the Commit-
tee stage. 1 trust that the Bill will be
amended considerably in Commitlee, WWith
that object in view, I shall support the
second reading.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

HON. J. NICHOLBON (Mectropolitan)
[7.30]: The importance of this Bill, it will
be conceded, demands that some notice should
be taken of certain ohservations made by
the Honorary Minister when introduecing it.
Iu sulmitting the nmeasure he stressed the
fact that the Government were merely giv-
ing effeet fo their announced policy. This
policy, whatever it may be construed to mean,
apparently consisted of certain statements
or promises made by the Premier and the
supporters of the present Government dur-
ing the last election.

Hon. C. B. Williams: And whieh helped
them back into power.

Hon. J. NICHOLSONXN: The question is
how and in what way they were really helped
back into power. Mr. Macfarlane, T think,
showed clearly how it was that the Govern-
ment got back into power. I doubt very
much whether those promises aclually got
them back. I am inclined fo think that the
goverping factor in securing their return to
power was the set of civeumstanees referred
to by Mr. Macfarlane. We have learned in
the course of our experience, and no doubt
the public have also learned, that at gen-
eral clections all sorts of statements and pro-
mise are made. It is also a faet that we
have learned from experience that many of
these statements and promises often remain
unfulfilled. The Honorary Minister also de-
clared that his Government had a mandate
from the people to introduce this Bill. T
should like to know what that mandafe con-
sisted of.

Hon. €. B. Williams: You are a lawyer
and you ought te know. You should be able
to interpret it correctly.

Hon, J. NICHOLSOX: I do not admit
that the Government obtained any mandate
to call upon this House {o pass any legisla-
tion they may like to introduce. I think
every member of this House received a man-
date from his electors when he was returned,

Hou, C. B. Williams: Some of them who
voted for this measwre two years awo were
defeated.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON ; The fact remains
that members of this House did receive a
mandate when they were elected. The wan-
date was to support legislation and meusures
which they, the mewmbers retwrned, were of
opinion would be in the best interests of
the people of the State and of its progress.

Hon. €. B. Williams: Let us stick to our
mandate.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: That is the nan-
date we here received. [ adhere to the man-
date and 1 believe every member ol this
Honse will do the same.

Hon. €. B. Williams: Hear, hear!

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: As a rule iL is
found that the policy of the Government is
outlined in a more or less distinegt form in
the Governor's speech on the oecasion of the
opening of the first Parliament following the
return of the new Government. I have
looked up the last Speech. I find that in-
stead of any suggestion heing made therein
that it was the intention of the Govermment
to bring down legislation of this nature, the
only reference to be Found is in almost the
last line of the last paragraph of the Speech,
denling with legislation. On that point the
Speech says—

You will be asked to give consideration o
measures dealing with Land Aect Consolida-
tion, Mine Workers’ Relief Act Amendment,
an amendment to the Mining Act relating to
tributers, the Yuna-Balla-Dartmoor railway
construction, Aborigines, Fmergency legisla-
tion.

These are the only words in the whole of
the Speech consisting of five pages in which
any reference is made to emergency legisla-
tion.

Hon. €. B. Williams: T}o you suggest it
should have been made any longer?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : The point I wish
to make is that no member could have taken
those two words “emerpency legislation” to
mean anything more than that it was the
intention of the Government to eontinne the
emergeney statutes then existing.
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Hon, C. B. Williams: They would never
Lave been clected if they had suggested that.

Hon. .J. NICHOLSON: Every kind of
emerzency legislation, with the excepfion of
this partienlar Bill, has heen continued,

Hon. €. B. Williams: The Government
have improved on this one.

Hon. J. NICHOLSOX: If the Govern-
ment had had it in mind to introduce legis-
lation to amend the Financial Emergency
Act they certainly would have featured it
in the Speech, as they featured otber items.
There was one item which was featured,
and very definitely featured in the Speech,
namely that relating to unemployment. Tt
i~ a follows:—

My Ministers have been very concerned
regarding prevailing unemplovment. Every
effort is heing made to assist those unfortu-
nate people unable to sccure work. Western
Australia has this vear been allocated from
loan money a slightly larger amount than last
vear, and every penny available will be de-
voted towards providing employment upon
constructive work. So seriously do my Ad-
visers regard the position that onc Minister
has been appointed to attend exclusively to
employment and the problems associated
with it.

The Government were right in viewing that
matter seriously, and I applaud them for
=0 doing. Their predecessors also viewed
the matter in 2 serious light and endeav-
oured to do their best to relieve the condi-
tion of affairs. Other speakers have re-
ferred to unemployment. They did so in
connection with the allocation of moneys,
which it is proposed to dispose of in a way
altocether different from what is set ount
heve. T suggest to the Government that in
view of the serious position outlined in that
Speech they might reasonably have heen
expected to devote some part of this £113,-
0800, which they say they have available to-
towards velief of unemployment. I will deal
with thar matter move extensively at a later
~tage, and will suggest my own views re-
garding the application of that money, if
the Goverament have it available. When
I observed the manner in which unemploy-
ment was emphasised in the Speech af the
opening of the last session of Parliament,
T felt that at least some suggestion would
have been made by the Honorary Minister
us to how thiz money could be used to re-
lieve that situation. Mr. Thomson pointed
ont that 737 men could be taken off the sus-
tenance roll, and be given a full wage for
the whole vear out of this sum of £115 600,

Hon. A. Thomson: £3 per week.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: That is a sugges-
tion worthy of the utmost consideration by
the Government. We have been told that
the men on sustenanee have been reduced
in number from 17,000 fo between 2,600 and
3,000 in the last 18 months. No doubt this
reduction has been made by reason of men
being transferred to certain works which
are being constructed out of loan moneys.

The Honorary Minister: And to which
many members objected.

Hon. J. NICHOLSOX: So long as loan
moneys are used for reproductive works I
do not think many members will object.
Members have endeavoured to recommend to
the Government the wisdom of using loan
moneys for reproduetive works, so that
the money at least would be interest-carning
and thus help to relieve the Government from
the very serious pesition in which they are

financially, Another item referred to
in the Governor's Speech is the effort
that is being made to reduce interest

ou loans. Evervy Government has endeav-
oured to accomplish that purpose. One is
very glad to see that Mr. Bruece's efforts in
London have heen attended with so much
suceess and that such a large sum of money
has been converted at a very much lower
rate of interest that was paid previously.
But while these particular items are fea-
tured, the matter of emergency legislation,
a most important matter with which we are
asked to deal, is left almost in the back-
ground. The Honorary Minister also said
that he considered the action of this House
in amending the Bill which was presented
here last session in_the manner in which we
did amend it was eyuivalent to dictating to
the Government upon its policy. 1 dispute
that. T say this House has never dictated
any poliey to any Government, whether
Liberal or Labour. All this House has done
lias been to exercise its inherent right to
amend or reject a Bill. This House has
that right and it would be recreant in its
duty if it failed to exercise its inherent privi-
leges. The Bill which was presented here
last session was not rejected by this House.
It was amended to such an extent that it
was left merely a continuance measure,
which the Government refused to secept. Un-
fortunately, the conference failed to arrive
at any mutual understanding or compro-
mise. [ want to make it plain. however, that
there was no rejection of the Bill. This
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House simply did what it considered to he
its duty in view of the economic conditions,
which I claim are still existing, and said,
“Let this Bill be continued.” In doing so,
this House was doing no more than giving
effect to that which they contemplated and
believed to he the purpose outlined in the
Governor's Speech at the opening of Par-
liament.  We also continued the varions
other emergeeny Acts which were in
force, and I venture to say the wisest eourse
for the Government to have pursued in re-
gard to this Bill was to deal with it in the
same way. If is surely not contended by
the Government that this House exists merely
to endorse the policy of a Government. In-
deed, if that were the contention, then we
would find this House was neither more nor
less than what might be termed a rubber
stamp,

Heon. A. Thomsoen: There would he no need
for the House.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: That is so. There
would then be reason for the public to say,
“Why have a Legislative Council if that is
all it does?’ I contend the public believe
the Legislative Council is the bulwark of
legislation in this State. They helieve in the
Legislative Council and consider it is try-
ing to frame legislation in the best interests
of the people of the State and for the sue-
cess and prosperity of the State. informa-
tion was sought from the Honorary Minis-
ter as to the source of the £110,000 or
£115,000 that might be required to earry out
the object of the Government in introducing
the Bill. The Minister, #s on the last ocea-
sion, has given the same answer. He told
us the money will come from the same
source as that from which it always comes.

The Honorary Minister: Is there anything
wrong with that?

Hon. A. Thomson: It is indefinite.

Hon. J. NICHOLSONXN: 1t i3 extremely
indefinite. T is indefinite in the light of our
financial position as disclosed by the accounts
which have been printed and cireulated. It
is inadequate also when on recalls what was
explained by Mr. Holmes in his execelleni
speech delivered just hefore 1 rose. It is
also inadequate when we remember that at
present we have a deficit of over £800,000,
and a budgeted deficit at the end of the fin-
ancial yvear of £750,000. It was the duly
of the Minister to furnish some undounbted
evidence to this House of how the money
would be made available. Tt is not so long
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ago sinee a deputation—I think from the
Teachers’ Association—waited on the Pre-
mier. Mr. MeCallam was present on that
occasion. The Premier pointed out that
the Act would require to be re-enacted;
it was a question as to how far jt
could be modified. As far as he was
concerned, he was willing enough to repeal
the 1931 Aect, but money was the trouble.
The finances compelled the re-enactment of
the measure. It was useless trying to blink
facts. I am not reading the whole of the
report I have here, but merely the parts I
have marked. The Treasurer found it im-
possible to do without the Act; £250,000 was
involved and he had just told the previous
deputation he could not repeal it. It was
# question of how to relieve the burden of
those least able to hear it.

The Honorary Minister: What is wrong
with that? Is it not in accordance with
what I have already told the House?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : This was after the
election.

The Houorary Minister: Tt confirms my
statement.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : The Premier then
referred to the £80,000 which was lost hy
reason of the delay in the passing of the
emergency fax Act. The Government were
given, as has already heen explained, an in-
crease in the tax up to 9d. and the Premier,
in his office as Treasurer, explained that he
could not do without the 9d. In the light
of all those circumstances, surely some ex-
planation should he given to us of how the
Government are poing to find the monev
neeessary to carry out the proposals which
they have embodied in this Bill. From out-
side sources one gathers that even privaie
industry will be seriously affected by this
proposed legistation. In the light of these
facis, and the continued absence of informa-
tion from the Government, I find it rather
difficult to follow their proposals. Tudeed,
I find it diffienlt to decide otherwise than as
I did previously. The fact that the Federal
Government recently extended some relief
to the members of their civil service may
perhaps have induced the Govermment to
bring forward ihis legislation; but, if so,
whatever views one may entertain with re-
gard fo the action of the Federal Govern-
ment, it is no justification for the Govern-
ment attempting to follow in their footsteps
until sunch time as the finanecial position of
the State is at least equal to that of the
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Federal Governmeni. 1 would remind the
Honorary Minister that the Federal Govern-
ment did not atiempt to extend relief to
their civil serviee until they had an ample
surplus in the Treasury. We have a very
large deficit and the likelibood of a larger
one by the end of June next. Therefore, I
contend that until we reach the stage of at
least halancing our Budget, the Government
are not justified in submitting their present
proposals. But if the Government can find
the necessary money, and can meet their
obligations, then I venture to think there
are ofher more equitable and useful ways
of disposing of the £110,000 or £113,000 than
that which has heen proposed. What Alr.
Holmes suggested is what T would
adopt as a first suggestion to the
Government. There was a common sacri-
fice, as we know, by the introduction of
the original Financial Emergeney Act.
That was referred to by Mr. Thomson aor
Mr. Macfarlane. It was referred to in the
Preamble to the Aet, and it meant that peo-
ple were called upon to make a common
sacrifice. In those ecireumstances, in view
of the same Preamble to this Bill, if any
relief is to be given, there should be equal-
ity in that respect as well. If that were
done, it would overcome the widespread
disconten} that has been evidenced in the
columns of the Press, in which it was indi-
. cated that a very large section of the civil
servants will receive no benefif at all. I
have endeavoured to get some information
regarding the position of permanent eivil
servants, and I find, on perusing the Publie
Service List for 1933, that there are 1,490
permanent eivil servants. Of that number,
ahout 315 in the Metropolitan and South-
Western Land Divisions will benefit un-
der the legislation. The amount of relief
they will secure totals £2,298 per annum out
of the £110,000 or £115,000 dealt with in
the Bill. In the other land divisions of the
State, 14 officers only will benefit, and the
assistance rendered them will amount to
£338. It will be seen, therefore, that the re-
lief to be accorded to permanent civil ser-
vants throughout the State will amount to
only £2,636. I believe that the teachers
and railway officers will receive something
like £12,000, so th:t, in round Hgures, the
total benefit to be dcrived by the permanent
civi] servants, teachers and railway officers
will amount to less than £13,000. All the
rest of the aggregate swn covered hy the

Bill will obviously be used in assistance
rendered to wages men. The discontent ex-
pressed by such a large body of permane
public servants can be realised when it i
uppreciated that they will receive abso-
lutely no benefit whatever, althongh they
participated in the commeon sacrifice. Suc!,
a position is absolutely unfair.

Members: Hear, hear!

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: In introducing
sueh a Bill, the Government should have
evidenced at least some sense of equitby.
'The Bill is lacking in the extreme in thai
respeet. The Honorary JMlinister indi-
cated that the total amount that would be
required if the whole of this part of the
Act dealing with the salaries of civil ser-
vants were vrepealed. would amount to
£350,000. But at the deputation from the
teachers, to which I referred earlier, the
Premier and the Minister for Works pointed
out that the total amount required wounld
be £250,000. There is a big discrepancy be-
tween £250,000 and £350,000, and I would
like the Honorary Minister to explain the
disparity.

The Honorary Minister: Had yon fol-
lowed my remarks more closely you would
have had the explanation.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: T thought that
was what the Minister said.

The Honorary Minister: T did not say
anything of the kind.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: You mentioned
£350,000.

The Honorary Minister: I said the loss
of the Bill would mean that.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I take it that, if
the Bill is lost, the Honorary Minister
means that £330,000 will be involved, not
only in respect of the civil servants, but of
the others as well.

The Honorary Minister: Yes, in respeei
of every section affected by the Bill.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I am obliged to
hte Honorary Minister for his explanation,
and I shall appreciate anything else he may
desire to add. I have menticned the equit-
able distribution of the money as one way
of dealing with the difficnléy. There is a
second method of application that could
be resorted to, if it eould be adopted with-
out embarassing the financial position, Tt
could be distributed either among the unem-
ployed or in the relief of primary producers,
who are in a desperate pasition. That is a
suggestion worthy of consideration by the
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Govermment.  As pointed out by M,
Houlmes when he read extruets from the
speech delivered in December, 1932, by Mr.
Collier when Leader of the Qpposition, if
the position of the primary prodvcers wns
bad then, it is mueh worse to-day. 1 extend
my congratulations to the Minister for
Employment upon his efforts to secure re-
lief for the unemployed—I know he is
earnest regarding the work he desires to
do—but I wish to mention an in-
stance that was bronght under wmy notice
last week regarding the regulations govern-
ing the administration of sustenance relief.
If a man ghould happen to be fortunate
enough to secure employment at any time
enabling him to earn a certain amount, then
he is supposed to work off the amount in-
volved on a preseribed hasis hefore he can
receive sustenance,

Hon. A. Thomson: In effect, he has o
hecome broke again before he ean get any
sustenance relief.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The man [ am
referring to had an opportunity to carn be-
tween £28 and £40 spread over a period. The
work was in the eountry. His wife and two
children were in the meiropolitan area and
they had hardly a stick of furniture in the
house. He sent every penny he could earn
to his wife. Out of that money, after pay-
ing for food and clothing for the children
and herself, she spent the few shillings that
she had left, on a few articles of furniture.
'he result was that when the poor man re-
turned to town, Lie found that all the money
had been spent. He applied for sustenance
relief, but found that under the regulations
it was impossible for him to secure any
assistance until a certain period had elapsed.
I think he could not revert to sustenance
relief until late in February. In the mean-
time, that man and his family have to starve.
The position is serious and reguires review.
If the {iovernment have £1106,000 or £115,000
let them——

Hon, IL V. Piesse: Give it to the inter-
mittent workers.

Hon. J. NICHOLSQXN: The Government
can well adopt another system of distribu-
tion. Instead of granting some of that
monev to men who are already in receipt
of full wares or salaries, should not rhose
who are starving and need help be eniitled
to that assistance? T believe the Minister
for Employment is doing his hest to meef n
very serious situation.

The Honorary Minister: Have you re-
ferred the case yvou mentioned to the Minis-
ter for Employment?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON No, I have not
had an opportunity to do so yet.

The Honorary Minister: You are a bit

slow. You have known of the facts for a
week.
Hon. J. NICHOLSON: 1 have not had

the partieulars for a week,

Hon, V. Hamersley: Similar
exist all over the State.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: Aud the Houorary
Minister knows of them, too.

Hou. J. NICHOLSOX: | have not yet
had an opportunity to bring the matter he-
fore the notice of (he Minister,

The Honorary Minister: I think vou have
neglected your duty in not bringing it he-
fore the notice of the Minister before this.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: 1 have not neg-
lected my doty. I learned the facts during
the week-end and I was told that the man
had made applieation tor velief and had been
informed that under the regulations he conld
not possibly secure sustenance relief.

Hon. E. H. Gray: And it has taken vou
five days to mention the matter at all.

The Honorary Minister: These people are
starving and the hon. member has not done
anything for five days. He could have had
the matter attended to in five ninbtes, had
he chosen to do so.

Hon. .J. NICHOLSOXN: As a matter of
fact, 1 put the man in the way of securing
some help.

The Honovary Minister: It was your duty
to take the case up with the department.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: Knowing Mr. Nichol-
gon as well as we do, we know that he gave
the unfortunnte people some assistance him-
self.

Hon. J. NICHOLSOX : Well, that is what
T did. I have mentioned two ways by which
this money could be better dealt with, and
I have a third suggestion to make, which
is to apply the money towards the assist-
anee of the youth of the State.

Members: Hear, hear!

Hen. J. NICHOLSON : There are hund-
reds of vouths and young women wha are
horeft of opportunities to earn a livelihood
hecause of the sad state of industry and the
serious economie depression that exisis,
T compliment all those connected with
various voluntary associations endeavouring
to find employment for our young people.

instances
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But if we bave £110,00 or £115,000 to
spend, surely the eclaims of wvouth should
receive consideration. These are sugges-
tions which I make in ease the Government
can provide the money without embaras-
sing their position. Tn that event i think
dhey could utilise the money to much bet-
ter effeet if they applied it in the directions
I have indicated. Now 1 come to the gques-
tion ol Part V. of the original Act, whieh
part has heen omitted from the Bill, I wish
to remind hon. members of the position
under our State Arhitration Act.  Under
Seclion 121 of that Aet the Arbluration
Court is coneerned merely with the provid-
ing of & living wage for the worker, and
not concerned with the economic condition
of the State or the ability of the industry
to pay such a wage. The court looks at the
matter from one standpoint alone, When
the amendment of the Arbitration Aet was
made in 1923 for the fixing of 1he basic
wage, the court fixed an arbitrary figure,
arndl put n loading on that of about 7s. 6d.
per week. They fixed it on the basis of the
rate of wages prevailing at that date, away
back in 1923 or 1926. Since that time, as
we all kuow, wages have fallen enormously;
and the court has refused to take into con-
sideration the general fall, but has fixed
the hasie wage on that same arbitrary fig-
nre madified only from time to time ae-
cording to the index fizures produced when
the hasiec wage 15 decided each veur.

The Flonorary Minister: Yon know thaf
is in accordance with the Aet, do yon not?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: That is in ae-
cordance with the Aet.  The Arhifration
Court has stated that it will not depart
from that course until the Arbitration Aet
is altered. There is no possibility of the
Arbitration et being altered at present—
absolntely none.

The Hanorary Minister: Do vou argue
that the hasie wage in this State is too
high?

Hon. .I. NICHOLSOXN: Yes, I am going
to suggest that. s has been mentioned by
previous speakers, and as we all know, the
hasie wage of Western Australia 1s Bxed on
it higher hasis than Lhat prevailing in the
Fastern States.

The Honorary Minister: Tn some parts
of the Eastern States.

Hon. J. NICHOLSOX : In mose paris. It
is based, a5 we are aware, on the Harvester
judgment—the man, wife, and three chil-
dren. Qurs is fised on a different hasta.

The Hanorary Minister: I thought the
hon. member knew more sbout the zubjeet.
Hon, J, NICHOLSON: In what way?
The Honorary Minister: About the wav
in which the basic wage is fixed with re-
ference to the Harvesier judgment—man.

wife, and three children.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: It is man, wite,
and three children in the case of the tlar-
vester judgment. If the Honorary Minis-
ter ¢an tell me that that is wrong, T shall
be ereatly surprised. My contention, which
agrees with the contentions of other memn-
bers, is that so long as we have this hicher
wage riling here, our cost of production
must be =0 much greater than the cost of
production in the Eastern States that thore
is bound to he only one result from it, nna
that is unemployment here. ‘I'he Fastern
Ntates manufacturer will be able to Hooa
this market with his goods, to the detri-
ment of the Western Australian manufaec-
turer, who will be forced to elose hiz doors,
with eonsequent unemployment,  That,
again, will throw men on sustenance. In-
stead of Ihe muuber ol wen on sustenance
heing reduced, the opposite will he the
cifect. There is no provision, as T have
said, in the Arbitration Aet for the court
tv consider those economic conditions. The
only power given to the eourt in that re-
spect is the power emhodied in Part V. of
the original Finanecial Emergency Act. Sec-
tions 14 and 15 gave certain powers to the
cowrt. Section 14 provided for the varia-
tien of awards and agreements. Section 15
reads as foHows:—

An order made by it commissioner under the
authority of Sccvtion 14 of this Aet shall have
effect according to its tenor. When the com-
missioner has made an order as aforesaid, the
rates of salary, wages or remuneration of the
cmployee or class of employees to which such
order relates  shall be  reduced accord-

inglv, and it shall nat be lawful for
any employee to which the said order re-

lntes to demand, suwe for, or enforece as
against the employer in whose favowr the

order is made, payment of salary, wages, or
remuneration in excess of that payable by the
employer under the authority of such order
whilst the order remains in forece. Any order
made by a commissioner as aforesaid, and the
reduction of the rate of salary, wages, or re-
muneration of employees allowed thereby,
shall have effeet only during the continuance
of this .Aet: Provided that, by special leave
of the commissioner, any order made against
any person may, on that person’s application,
he varied or rancelled.



88 [COUNCIL.]

The position is that orders have been mnade.
Power is given under the latter part of
Section 15 of the lapsed Act for an appli-
cation to be made by any union to the
court to vary an award. So that if in any
particular industry it ean be proved that the
industry is able to pay the full award with-
out the deduetion under the Aet which Par-
liazent was bound to introduce beeause of
the inadequacy of the provisions of the
Arbitration Aet, then by an application
on the part of the union to the court the
deduction may be varied and rvelief granted.
Phat iz a fair and equitable basis on whieh
to proceed. 1 can see no other course than
to support Mr. Baxter in the amendment of
which he has given notice, to re-insert in the
Bill the whole of Part V. of the lapsed Aet.
Tn the wneantime, to give an opportunity of
that heing done, I support the second read-

ing.

HON. R. G. MOORE (North-East)
[8.25] : When n measure of this nature was
Before the House last session, I supported
the Government; and I did so because I con-
sidered the jol was the Government’s job.
If they could find the noney, well and good.
However, the position is highly serious, and
the effects will be far-reaching. I still con-
tend that if the money can be found, it is the
CGtovernment’s job to treat their employees as
they think fit. If the Government can see
their way to give their employees a certain
amount of relief in respect of the wages cut
under the financial emergency legislation,
they have a perfect right to do so. 1t is the
Government’s joh; and although we may
think a more equitable arrangement would
he to give velief to all, as all are called npon
to share in the sacrifice, yet we must not
overlook the fagt that only a limited amount
of money is uvailable. If that limited
amount were distributed equally amongst all
Government employees, the individual benefit
would he very small indeed.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: Why not save the
money?

Hon, R. G, MOORE: We are starting at
the bottom, und giving relief where it is most
urgently needed. That is something to recom-
mend the Bill. T am only too pleased to
know that the position is such that the Gov-
ernment can make a start on reinstating the
snlaries of their employees. I hope the time
is not far-Jistant when the salaries of all
Government emplovees can he fully re-

instated,  The Government say they ean find
o eertain smn fto give certain relief.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: But not to the nnem-
ployed.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: Nov. This is rvelief for
ten in permanent employment,

Hon. R. G. MOORI : 1 will deal with that
interjeetion. The onus of finding money for
the relief of the unemployed is on the Gov-
ernment, and not on the publie servants. Tf
money is required for unemployed relief,
every person should be ealled upon to make
an equal saerifice.  The money should not he
taken from the public servants, Every tie
the Government start to do something for
the public servants, the cry is, “Why not
give the money to the unemployed, or to the
poor youths, or to the coskies? Mr. Thow-
son said the money involved in this Bill
would keep so many nnemploved in work
at £3 per week for a wear. If another 20
per cent. were taken off the public servants,
a second army  of unemployved could
be put to work for another vear at £3 a
week. Why should eivil servants and sehoo)
teachers and Governmeni employees gener-
ally be called upon to make greater sacri-
fices than anybody else? If the Government
can see their way to grant a certain measure
of relief to certain employees, they have a
perfect right to do it. T realise the serious-
ness of the position as well as anybody else
realises it, Moreover, I realise the serious-
ness of the primary producers’ position.
Turther, T realise that this country depends
to a great extent on the primary producer.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: To the fullest extent.

Hon. R. G. MOORE: The hon. member
ean have it that way if he likes. However,
the primary producer depends on other men
Just as mueh as those other men depend on
him. The primary produmcer prodnces every-
thing that comes from the land, but with-
out the help of other men he wouid not pro-
duce very much. We hear a good deal about
the poor farmer, and I am just as sympa-
thetie with him as anybody is. Howerver, we
must not forget that the farmer had good
times, and that while he was benefiting, his
employees did not receive any more, nor did
civil servants, school teachers, and other
Governinent employees. If the fime comes
when the primary producer receives a good
price for his wheat again, he will have a
chance to recover his position in a few years.
If we took the farmer's own valuation of
his lnbour on the farm, he wonld never have
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a pound from now till the day of judgment.
He assesses his value on the land at about
30s. a week working from daylight to dark
seven days a week. I know farmers who
made a lot of money during the good timos.
Hon. €. B. Williams: How many?

Hon. R. G. MOORE: I cannot give the
number, but 1 ¢an guote an instance. A
farmer harvested a good ¢rap when wheat
was £1 per hag, and got 3,000 bags of wheat
more than he expected. In other words he
got £1,000 nore than he expeeted. How
much of that did the employres get? Did
they get one penny more?

Hon. H. V. Picsse: The employce reccived
£3 or £4 n week at that time.

Hen. R. G. MOORE: Up to £3 a week.
Hon. H. V. Piesse: Four pounds a wecek
and keep in many instances.

Hon. R. G. MOORE: T dao not know how
many received £4 a week all the vear round;
they received £3 a week during the harvest.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: You had hetter get
back to your gold mines,

Hon. R. G. MOORE: If an employee re-
ceived £3 a week all the year round, he
would have collected £150, whereas the far-
mer received £1,000 more than he expected
to get.

Hon. C,
million.

Hon. R. G. MOORE: No, he was not. As
soon as a slump comes, the Carmers say that
the wages men must eome right down to en-
able them to earry on.

Hon. C. B. Williams: The farmer counld
not pay for his tucker at the present priee
of wheat.

Hon. R. G. MOOQRE: But he has a chance
to recover.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: He has poor hope of
recovering with wheat at the present price.

Hon. R. G. MOORE: If wheat remains
at the present level, probably the farmer
will not eontinne fo produce, but if the price
of wheat rises, he has a chance to recover.
The farmer, however, wants the wages men
lo come down now, hut when wheat veached
its highest price he kept the wages man
down to the living wage. The onus of find-
ing the money for the relief of unemploy-
ment should not rest on Government em-
ployees; it should be shared by every per-
son in the eommunity who is earning money.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: We passed a measure
last session increasing the tax.

B. Williams: He was one in 2

Ilon. H. V. Piesse: Yes. pub it up 1o 9d.
in the pound.

Hon. R. G. MOORE: And it will he col-
lected ouly from the people earning money.

Hon. L. B, Bolton: You voted against it.

Hon. R. . MOORE: I voted for it

Hon, C. B. Williams: T am ene whe voted
wgainst it

Hon. R, G. MOORE: I am of npinion
that 1’art V. of the original Aet should he
re-tnacted.

Houn. H, V. Piesse: Hear, hear!

ton. B, G. MOQRE: I thought thay state-
ment would he applanded. The secondary
industries have to compete with those of the
Castern States and of other countries, and
wnless fhey can compete on equal terms, it
will be Impossible for our peeple to carry
on. The secondary industries of this State
are hard pressed to compete with FEastern
States and overseas manufactnrers. [ con-
sider that the Government have a right to
dea! with their own employees and fix their
wages, hut T am of opinion that they should
give the same right to private employers.
Tet them go to the Arbitration Court and,
if they can prove that the conditions are
such that they cannot carry on without a
reduction, they should be able to get it as
they were under the original Aet. I shall
support the amendment iodiented hy Mr.
Baxter.

Member: Is it going to be a question of
no surrender on it?

Hon. R. G. MOORE: But I will support
the Government in their proposals for Gov-
ernment employees, though T regret that they
are not able to go a little farther,

Hon. H. V. I’iesse: Why not divide the
money amongst all eivil servanis?

Hon. R. G. MOORE: I have already said
that if the money available were divided
amongst all the civil servants, there would
he very little for anyone, The Government
have begun by extending velief to men at
the hottom of the ladder where relief is most
urgently needed.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: They have not started
at the bottom.

Hon. R. G. MOORE : T say they have.

Heun. L. B. Bolton: You have been reading
the wrong Bill.

Hon. R. G. MOORE: I have not. I have
endeavoured to consider the Bill from every
angle. I have tried to get the viewpoint of
the men and of the Government, and to
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determine what ean best he done in the cir-
cumstances,

Hon, J. J. Helmes: Trying to plesse them
alt?

Hon. R. G. MOORLE: No, irying to do a
fair thing. T do not eare whether I please
anyone, so long as I am sntisfied in my own
couscience. I wish to refer further to the
gold-mining indusiry, whicl was mentioned
by Mr. Holes.

Hon. C. B. Williams: He never worked in
the mdustry.

Hon. R. G. MOORE : But he never migses
an oppertunity to say something about it,
something not greatly to its eredit,

Hon. C. B. Williams: He nearly dies of
fright at the thought of gold going up.

HMon. R. G. MOORE: He said that em-
ployers in the gold-mining industry had doue
more harm than had anyone else.

Hon, J. J. Holwes: 1 said they had caused
wore industrial unrest,

Hon. R. G. MOORE: That is not irue.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The hon.
inenthber should qualify that remark amd
say il 12 incorrect.

Hon. 1. J. Holmes: 1t does not matter.

Tlon. K. G. MOORE: I will withdraw it,
and say that T do not agree with the hon.
member. Tt is not long sipce the wages
paidl on the coast were higher than those
paid on the eastern goldfields. The miners
have never reveived one penny more than
they earned, and the most we can do
for them and for the industry is the least
we ought to do. This State owes more to
the zold mining industry than most people
are prepared to admit.  During the war,
when prices were soaring and a national
erisis  prevailed, the Commonwealth ap-
pealed to the eastern goldficlds to produec
eold and to provide men. The goldfields
sent more men per head of population than
did any other part of the eountry.

Ton. H. V. Piesse: The Commeonwenlth
also asked Ffor more wheat.

Hon, R. i, MOORE: And the farmers
received higher prices for their wheat, but
the Commonwealth toek the increase in the
price realised from the gold. The eyes
were picked out of the mines in order to
supply the Commonwealth with the re-
quired woldl at ihe old price, and the
miners continued to work at low wages ne.-
cause the industry could not afford to pay
higher rates. .\ little time ago when the
mine  owners refrained  from reducing

wages, as they were entitled to do, the in-
dustry was in a position to pay the higher
rates. During the time of diffienlty, the
miners stood te the industry and worked
for lower wages. Ii pains me when I hear
members talk of what the mining industey
has eost the Clovernment of thiz State. 1
will repeat what I have stated more than
onece, that if there was a possibiliby of dis-
covering a new golden mile in Western Aus-
iralia, it would be the greatest possible Geod-
send to the country, and every member
knows it. T will support the Government
as regards the proposals for their om-
ployees: that is their job, but Part V.
should be retnined until such time as the
Arbitration Court determines that there
is no longer need for granting such velief.
The employees have the same right as have
the employers to approach the court, and if
they can prove that an emergency no longer
exists, the court will grant them relief,
just as it has granted relief to the employ-
ers. We should allow the Government to act
as they think bhest vegarding their own em-
ployees, It has been suggested that the
dilficulty could be overcome if 20 per cent.
of the eivil servants were got rid of. 1
consider that the Civil Service is under-
staffed and overworked, and that it would
he impossible to make a redoction as sug-
gested and carvy on efficiently. It has hcen
pointed out by many members thatb the basie
wage in this State is higher than that of
the llastern States, but it was not pointed
out that the wages of civil servants and
teachers were the lowest of any. If it is
fair to mention the one, the other should
also be mentioned. How is it that, when the
basie wage is higher in this State than in
anv other State execept Queensland, civil
servants and teachers here should be the
lowest paid? T am pleased that the Gov-
crnment are able to give some relief {o the
emplovees, and [ hope the time will soon
come when they will be ahle to restore the
whole of the cuts.

HON. L. B. BOLTON (Metropolitan)
[8.43): The Honorary Minister, when tov-
ing the second reading, suggested thal every
member of this Fouse had given furiher con-
sideration to the measure. T eertainly have
done so.  Like the preceding speaker T have
endeavoured fto consider the question from
every angle, and the wore T do <o, the more
T am convinced that the attitnde T adopted
when the Bill of lazt session was before us
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was the correct one. Although L am satis-
ded that any speeeches made for or against
the Bill will have very little influence on fhe
vote that will be taken, 1 feel bound to =ay
that, after having given further con~iders-
tion to the Government’s propesals, T am
more definitely of vpinion than ever that we
arve not vet prepured for the adjustiments
outlined iy the Bill. If the Government had
decided to leave the position where it was
Jfor a further 12 months, they would have
shown mueh ~owuler judgment,

Hon, . B. Willimins: That would
been avainst their election pledges.

Hon, L. B. BOLTON: It would have been
wmuch hetter tn the interests ol the State if
they had done so. Their action resembled
that of a man training for a race: just as
he was getiing into form, instead of waiting
until he was in the pink ol condition and
making the attempt for which he had been
training, he stumbled by tryving himself out
too woon. Hud the Government refrained
for another 12 months from making the pro-
posed alteration to the Act, it would have
heen much better for onr industries and the
State as a whole.

Hon. C. B. Williams: And they wonld
have lost the confidence of their supporters.

Hon. L. B. BOLTOX: Some private in-
dusiries are showing an improvement, hut
not suflicient fo warrant an inerease of 4s. 5d.
per week where the margin of skill amounts

have

to 245, Our industries have heen strogeling
for vears. Just when they are hreaking

down so much of the Eastern States opposi-
tion, and our manufacturers are getting on
their feet, this set-back, through the action
of the Government, comes along. The Pre-
wicr and his Ministers have stressed the
serions position the Government will have to
face if the Bill is lost, and a full restoration
of wages and salaries is involved, covering
an  expenditure, thexy say, of an extra
£:350,000 a year. But what about the private
emplover? The Government do not appear
to have any consideration for him when by
the dropping of Part Y. of the Act they
foree industry to restore wages to the
amounts paid prior to ifs introdnction. By
that means they will place our manufactures
and industries generally at a further disad-
vantage compared with onr Eastern States
competitors. Figures vecently published in
the “West Anstralian” indicate that whilst
there is a steady improvement in the nnmber
of employees in our faclories, it i= not
vearlv  suilicient to  warrant the full

restoration of wages. It is pointed out thut
whilst in 1929 there were employed in 2,492
factories 26,660 hands, in 1932 the figures
lad fallen to 2,401 and 18,770 respectively.
I consider that the Government should trea:
all theiy employees alike, and should not have
selected o favoured few, If any increase is
warrauted, it is warranted for all, en the
same percentage basis as the reductions were
made. [f the Government ean only afford
te spend £115,000, the money should e dis-
tributed on these lines. It hus been pointed
out that of the suggested amount, approxi-
mately £HI0,000 will go to Govermnent work-
ers receiving less than £203 per annmwm.
Whilst civil servanls vumbering approxi-
mately 1,490 will divide £2,636, approxi-
mately only 329 employees will participate
in the distribution.  The inconsistency of the
Government has been stressed by other mem-
bers regarding inereased emergeney taxation.
We know what a rush there was to secure
the paltry amusement tax of £11,000 thot
was dropped by the Federal Government,
und the Prantic efforts that were made to
draw up a case of our disabilities to present
to the Federal authorities. On top of that
we have the Government anxtous 1o give
£115,000 to those who are enjoying regular
ctuploymeut and reasonable wages, and pick-
ing out a section ol Government workers
m the acliievement of that object. It is the
old story, to these who have shall be wiven.
[f the Bill becomes law in its present form
it will cripple our industries For a eonsider-
able time, and cause dissatizfaction amongst
the Government employees. Part V. was a
most important portion of the Aet. In Cow-
wittee 1 intend to support the mmendments
forecast by Mr. Baxter. T will vote for tlie
second reading of the Bill because T appre-
cviate the need for a eontinuauce of the Act
in some form or other,

HON. ¢, H. WITTENOOM (South-Fast}
[8.50] : T intend to support the second read-
ing in the hope thar in Conumittee the par-
rob erv of “no surrender” will be entirely
deopped, and that when we have finished
with the weasure it will he found to be a
credit to all pariies. We koow what the
position will be if the Bill is dropped. The
same thing will bappen that happened be-
for Christmas. The Govermment will have
to find £350,000 per annum to make up the
tull wages and salaries. The Premier lu<
let fall dark hints of the dreadful things
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that will oceur in that event. That may
mean inereased taxation, which is something
we do not want at present. I do not like
the manner in which the Government have
selected a section of their employees for this
relief. As Mr. Holmes has said, everyone
has sulfered, he he rich or poor. We have
all had 2 bad time. T personally believe that
people enjoying big salaries should have
their euts continued, but I would sugpest
that relief should he afforded in the ¢ase of
salaries higher than £293.

Hon. €. B. Williams: The man on £6 a
week is nof badly off.

Hon. C. H. WITTENQOM: The Bill is
eausing dissatisfaction everywhere. I have
talked with civil servants who are unhappy
about it, and with railway people who are
not altogether pleased with it. The Bill is
not fair to teachers, who are also dissatisfied,
Mr. Nicholson referred to civil servants em-
ployed in the metropolitan area. T think he
said that out of about 1,400 only 300 would
enjoy any of the privileges associated with
the Bill

Hoen. J. Nicholson: I was referring to the
1,493 permanent officers.

Hon. C. H. WITTENQOM : In nearly all
the speeches that have been made we have
been reminded that the Government have not
vet told us where the money is to come from.
We should know that, and we should also
know where it is going. The Premier has
not heen too polite to these who have in-
qunired nbout this matter, and the Honorary
Minister merely indicated that it was coming
from the same scurce that other moneys
came from. Wo have no information be-
vond that. We ought to know, but we are
told nothing.

Hon. C, B. Williams:
worry?

Hon. C, . WITTENOQOM: We have a
great deal to do with the spending of the
money, and we ought to be told.

Hon. J. Nicholson: We would be nice
directors of a company if we did not know
a thing like that.

Hon. C. H. WITTENQOQOM: We would not
be kept in office very long. We do not know
how the Government intend to meet the
position and stand up to their Budget.
Asg things are it seems as if they will not
balance the Budget.

Hon. C. B. Williams: That is their fun-
eral, not ours.

Why should we
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Hon. J. J. Holines: We have to foot the
bill.

Hon. C. B. Williams:
nothing.

Hon, C. H. WITTENQOM: We do not
know what the position will he if we depart
from the Premiers’ Plan. Someune sug-
gested this afternoon that we might wait a
year, and another suggested waiting six
months to see what the sitnation would be
like then. We do not know what the posi-’
tion is to-day. Wiool prices have certainly
improved a lot but the financial position of
the State is anything but good, and is very
little better than it has heen for the last
two or three years. We certainly have more
money to spend, but we have got that from
the T.oan Couneil. Certain advances have
heen nade which will have to he repaid
later on. If we allowed the matter to stand
over for a while, the position might then
he that instead of giving velief to a small
pereentage of Government employees, a cer-
tain amount of relief could be given to all.
it any relief is to be given, and £115,000 is
available for the purpose, it ought to ge
round to everyone.

Hon. C. B. Williams: If you had your
way you would put everyone hack on full
wages.

Hon. €. H. WITTENQOM: Nothing
would please me better. Later-on we might
be able to restore full wages to all the
people to whom I have referred. The Pre-
miers’ Plan did a great deal for Western
Australia, and led to the employment of a
creat many people.

Hen. C. B, Williams: In concentration
camps. ’

Hon. C. H. WITTENOOM: It has been a
wonderful thing for this State, and if we
interfered with it to any merious extent we
might do a great deal of harm. This is a
(tovernment Bill. They have to find the
money, and apparently, aceording to the
Honorary Minister, the money has been
found, although he has refused fo tell us
where it is coming from. No one would
be more pleased than I to see these cuts re-
moved from all sections of the community.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: With the exception
of members of Parliament.

Hon. C. H. WITTENQOM: I have always
supported a reduetion in members’ salaries.

Hon. C. B. Williams: You and I may not
he here six months hence.

We have to foor
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Hon. C. H. WITTENOOM: I am oundful
of that possibility. In conclusion, I hope
the Government will consider reasonably
any amendments we may make to the Bill
when we reach the Committee stage. I
think no one will dizagree with me when
1 sav there has never been a Government
which has received more assistanee from all
sections of this House, through an ex-
tremely difficult time, than the present Gov-
ernment has had.

Members: Hear, hear!

Hon. C. H. WITTENQ(WNI: All members
have done their hest to help the Govern-
ment. 1 do not wish to refer to many
Bills, but T will mention the pradmated tax
up to 9d. in the pound and the Transport
Bill. We practicallv agreed to evervthing
the Government asked for, because we re-
cognised that it was necessary for them to
get the monev., 1 infend to support the
second reading of the Bill.

HON. E. ROSE (South-West) [9.2]:
The very imporiant Bill before us to-night
is one which wives uz grave concern.  Every
member of the House has carefully con-
sidered the Bill. even ihough we have not
received an explanation of the source from
which the (lovernment are gettine the
£115,000. This amount 15 not o he ex-
pended, but it i~ to he refunded to some
of the civil servant=. That iz out of all
reason. When travelling throughout the
State we =ee a great deal of suffering. We
see many people who are on the bread line
and who find it impossible to make ends
meet, I should have thought it would be
hetter for the Government io distribute this
larce sim of money amongst these people
who so richly deserve it, or to spend it upon
developmental work which will give employ-
ment to those at present out of employ-
ment.  If it were expended in that wagy,
then the (iovernment would derive some re-
turn from it later. What refurn will the
Government get if they dispose of the
£115,000 in the way they propose? XNone
whatever. 1n the early part of last session
we passed a Bill by which the emergency
tax was raised from -4id. in the pound to
9d. in the pound, and it =trikes me that a
great. deal of the money heing raised hy
that tax will he given away nlso. As we
travel about the country, we see the wheat-
grower who is unable to make ends meet. The
dairy farmers are in the same position, or

perhaps worse off. Many of them are on the
poini of starvation. Now, the civil servants
lo whom it is proposed to distribute the
£115,000 are receiving salaries up to £293
per yvear, That is a very good salary, and
T eannot sec why in these diflicult times
they should have the proposed refund made
to them while there are many other people
starving. As has been pointed out hy pre-
vious speakers, the Minister for Employ-
ment has had to turn down a great many
of the unemployed men because he is un-
ahle, through lack of funds, to find work
for them. Yet £115,000 is to be refunded
to people who are living in luxury. Tt has
beerr pointed out here that money s hor-
rowed vear after year hy Western Aus-
tralians. Where will this borrowing lead
uz? How is il possible for us to pay in-
terest on it? Tt spells unification. We have
heen told that the Government are not in
favour of unifieation, but they are going
the right way to bring it about by reckless

horrowing and reckless spending. A man
cannot possibly carry on his husiness
by eontinually horrowing money. If 1T,
as a farmner or pastoralist, kept on
borrowing money and put # into my
property and failed to pay the in-

terest on it, the banks would verv soon
foreclose on me, and then what would [ do?
It the directors of a company kept on bor-
rowing money for the purposes of the com-
pany, and did not pay the interest on it, the
company would hecome insolvent very
quickly. The same thing applies to Western
Australia, [ say we are heading very fast
for unification and, unless there is a stop
put to our reckless borrowing, we will be-
come  hankrupt. We have a Disabilities
Commission sitting now, hut their report is
not finalised. How are the Government tn
approach the Federali Government to ob-
tain further money from them in our difh-
eulties? [t will be very nice for the
Premier, when he goes East, to inform his

Lrother Prenmers that Western Australia
is in such a fine position that it is
able o refund to soma of its Gov-

ernment officials an amount of £115,000.
But what will the Federal Government say,
or the Loan Council say, when we ask for
further funds! They may turn uz down.
They may say, “You have been able to give
away this large amount of monev, not to
those in poor circumstances, but to men who
are living in the town and doing very well.”
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I am not in favour of the Bill, hut T shall
vote for the second reading. When it gets
into Committee I shall certainly support the
amendment proposed by Mr. Baxter. Last
night Mr. Miles gave members some illum-
inating figures, 1f one goes carefully
through them and analvses them, what does
one find? That it is impossible for us fo
pay the interest and sinking Fund on our
loanz., I did not intend to <peak on the
second reading of the Rill. b alter read-
ing the remarks whieh were made by the
Premier with reference to the ten members
who are retiving in May next, T iecided to
say a fow words. T will quote what the
Premier stated——

Hon. C. B. Williams: T do not think his
remarks applied to you,

Hon. F. ROSE: You are one of them,

tlon. ¢. B. Williams: 1 do not think bhe
referred to von.

Hon, BE. ROSE: The Premier said—

Dealing with the pesition of the Bill and
the Aect, I wish to call the attention of the
people of this country toe the fact that three
members of another plage whose votes were
responsible for the defeat of last session’s
Bill, are, after a period of six years, retiring
from politieal life. I question, at any rate,
the moral right of any member who has not

been before his clectors for a period of six
years—

Mr. Williams is one.
Hon. C. B. Wilbams: Too right!
Hon. E. ROSE: The Premier continued—-

—and whe is responsible to ounly o limited
munber of the people of this country, one-
third of them, to vote for the rejection of a
Bill put forward by a Govermment fresh from
the country and returned by an overwhelming
majority.

Hon. E. H. Harris: He has no right ty
question any one of them,

Hon. E. ROSE: The Premier went on to
SRy——

What authority, [ ask, have those members,
who are giving up public life and have not
been before the country for six years, to set
aside the will of the great majority of the
people of this country us expressed at the
reeent elections? 1 hope that is an aspect of
the question which will appeal at any rate to
those hon. members’ sense of fuir play amd
moral obligations before they pass o vote on
this Bill when it gues to another plaee,

What authority, 1 ask, had the Premier to
make a comment of thiz natore?

Hon. C. B. Williams: It is like lLis impu-
dence, is it not?

Hon. E. ROSE: T take exception to being
dictated to by the Premier. T have already
expressed my views on the Bill, and I in-
tend to vote irrespective of what the Pre-
mier has said in another place. T intend to
do so right up to the end of my term in
Parliament, and T think other members will
do likewise. There are ten members retir-
tng in May next. Do you mean to tell me
they have no right. to vote fmr or against
a Bill that comes hefore the [Mouse simply
hecnuse their term iz expiving in May?
No. We are elected for that purpose. I, as
a representative of the South-West Pro-
vinee, inteud to record my vole every time.
Since the present Government have been in
power, I have given Bills very fair con-
sideration. [ have assisted the Government
in every po=sible way. [ bave supported
them on many oerasions, but T intend (o
wse my discretion ns to whether T vote for
or against any Bills that may be brought
Forward. I shall support the second read-
ing of this Bijl. ’

[Hon. J. Nicholson (ool the Chair.]

HON, V. HAMERSLEY (East) [9.13]:
When the Finaneial Fmergency measure
was adopted in 1931 in pursuance of the
Premiers’ Plan, it was accepted by the
seven Clovernments of Australia.

Flon. . B. Williams: Fach and every one
of them lus been defeated sinee.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: Four of them
were Labonr Governments.

[Lon. . B. Williams: They have all heen
dumped.

lon. V. MAMERSLEY: The IFederal
Government, the Victorian (overnment, the
New South Wales (overnment, and the
South Australian Government.

Hon. . B. Williams: And the Western
Ausiralian Govermnent.

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY : All those Gov-
ernments stood up fo the Premiers’ Plan,
andl they =oeveeded in bringing the name
of Australia well hefore the world. The
Plan was designed to stop a general drifg
of abont 40 mitlion poundz per annum when
the national ineome had dropped by 200 mil-
lions, By the uction taken by all those
Glovernmmenis, the positian of Australia was
suved.  The aetion was applanded throngh-
out the world, and other vcountries were
recommended to adopt the smne eourse of
nction. Tt seems to be a terrvible thing
for anyone even to sugmest hreaking away
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from that contract, honourably entered
into. The deficit in Western Australia for
1931-32 was in the viemity of 1% millions.

Hon., C. B. Williams: And we are still
alive!

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : In 1932 it was
reduced to £8(4,000, and there has been a
very ¢onsiderable alteration, so we are in-
tormed, in the unemployment problem.

Hon, ', B, Williaims drow attention to the
state of the House.

Bells rung and a yuorum formed.

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY: 1 thank M.
Willimns for drawing attention to the sinte
of the House, and | am plea=ed thai more
members are present now, heeanse there are
one or two mutters to which | desire to refler.

The DEPUTY PRESIDEXNT @ And it
serves to show how vigilant Mr. Williams is.

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY: The PPiemiers
Plan was enlered into whole-heartedly By the
people of Australia. i was recognised that
great saerifices had fo be made, but the peu-
ple realised it was better to make them than
that the Conununwealth should be allowed o
vo on the rocks. At the rate of progress, it
appeared as though Awustralin had no hope
whatever of turning the corner,

Hou, ¢, B, Williams: The Fazuers are on
the rorks despite all the corners we have
turned.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: It was recog-
nised that all the people had to join in the
sacrlice, amd the Government of the day
veached out as far as they could te hring
evervone info line. | regrel extiemely that
at the end of last session the Government in-
trodueed legizkation to allow one =ection of
the community to break away from the com-
pact. [ now regret that the tiovernment
have seen fir to re-int oduee that leeislation
in this special se-sion. The Federal Govern-
ment erred in that divection, and o one will
oxcuse the restoration of =alaries to mewber~
of the Federal Parlimment and the inereases
granted to Communwealth publie zervanfs.
Because the Federal Government erred, ihat
does not furmi=h any exci=e for Western
Australia breaking away from the compact,
I agree with thuse who 1eferred to the dilli-
culties and trials of the Farmers. I £113,000
i< available, it i up to the Governwent to
make use of the money in extending aelief
to the primary producers who arve in sucli
dire difliculties, not only in rthe wheat helt
but on the evoup ~ettlements and elsewhere.

Thuse people are producing their commodi-
ties at less than vost price, and the general
community  have derived some henefit in
consequenee,

Fon. . B, Williams: What wounld be the
uze ol rendering that assistance to the
Tarmers, seeing that their creditors would
inke it oll, and the farmers woulil not see a
peniy ot it?

Hou. V. HAMERSLEY: Regarding the
matddale the Government obtained fron the
electors——-

Hon, E. H. Harris: You =hould say the
“plleged mandofe,”

Ton, V. HAMFERSLEY : | aceept the hon,
member’s correction. 1 am serry that Mr.
Helmes did not have zvome information that
| desire 1o place before the Fouse, when he
was making referenve to the speech delivered
by the present Premicr, when Leader of the
Oppaosition, in the Legislative Assenbly in
Devember. 18320 [ recall to imembers the
plight of the wheutgrowers, particularly at
a tiime when the hold-up of the harvest was
poartially  earried out. At that time Mr,
Collier was about to laaneh bhis urgeney
motion in the Legislative Assewnbly. The
following report. embodying the remarks of
a man able lo speak on behalt of the (armers,
appeared in oo newspaper:i—

He stated that  the experience he gained
last wear had tanght him that it was im-
possible to carry out x wheat hold.up und that
it would be cyually impossible to carry out
the avction suggested in the motion as farmers
conid not he relicil upon for support, Last
year it was the infentivn of the executive to
call off the hold-up two days before they dinl
(he agked the Press to take notive of what
ke was now going to say), but they were pro-
vailed upon by Mr, Collier to conduct the
hiold-up For & further two days to vnable him
to make his speeel in the MMouse on the pro-
ducers’ precarions pesition. e was of the
opinion that the present Government were
guilty of a dishonourable act in repudinting
their vlection promises to the farmers.

Hon. A. Thomson: Where was that ineet-
ing held?

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY: At Merredin,

The Honorary Minister: And who was the
anthor of those remarks?

Hon. V., HAMERSLEY : They appeared
in “The Wheatgrower”™ on the 11l January.
1934,

The Honorary Minister: Bur who was the
speaker?

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: 1
quoting remarks by Mr, O'Leary,

have heen
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Hon. _C. B. Williams: He was the man who
was going {6 march the farmers down to
Perth.

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY: Those respons-
ible wanted to eall off the hold-up that had
been carried out in order to draw the atten-
tion of the people to the dire necessities of
the farmers, hecause they found they were
no better off as the result of that action.

Hon. A. Thomson: Did you say that Mr,
Collier asked them to continue the hold-up
for a couple of days?

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: Yes. It had
been decided to ecall it off because it had not
been as successful as they had anticipated,
but, at the instance of the present Premier,
they continued the hold-np for a few days.

The Honorary Minister: And you believe
that?

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : Yes, it was on
the ceve of an clection.

Hon. C. B. Williams: When the Farmers
Jjoin up with the Trades Hall they will get
their does, not hefore.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: The whole com-
munity thronghout Western Australia are
concerned in the dreadful necessities of the
farmers, many of whom are in a parlous
condifion indeed. They were the people who
were asked hy the Scullin Government to
grow more wheat just at the time when we
were about to embark upon the Premiers
Plan legislation. The farmers were asked
to grow more wheat hecause of the dire
necessity of Australia and to enable the
conntry to ligqumidate its debts. The fawmers
responded nobly, particularly those in West-
ern  Australia, where production was far
greater proportionately than in any other
State. The farmers did their part but sinee
then, probably due to over-produection, the
price of wheat has gone down so low that
not only is wheat-growing unprofitable, but
it is condneted at a direct loss. Liabilifies
are growing and the position of the farmers
is desperate.  Machinery is worn ont and
plant generally is in a sad condition. Much
of it will have ta be renewed.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Farmers are using
bags for clothes. .

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: If £115,000 is
available, suvely the Government should have
gone to the rescue of the primary producers
and rendered them a little help, as the Gov-
ernment in New Sonuth Wales did. The Gow-
ernment certainly made promises to the
farmers, and the people throughount the

State, particularly in the metropolitan area,
are vitally coneerned regarding the condi-
tions that exist inland. All were affected
direetly by the promises made Wy Mr. Col-
lier in his speech in the Legislative Assembly,
and also were vitally concerned in the actions
of the wheatgrowers themselves. Mr, Collier
indicated his support of the farmers regard-
ing the hold-up, hecause he reeognised their
dire plight.

Hon, C. B. Williams: It is a pity fhat
the farmers did not vote Lahour.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Unfortunately many
of them did, and that is why Lahour is in
power. ’

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : The crisis that
developed at the end of last session regard-
ing the financial emergency legislation was
entirely the responsibility of the Govern-
ment themselves. [ cannot sec why we should
take agtion to break away from the honour-
able ngreement we entered into under the

Premiers’ Plan, withont giving notice
to others concerned of the aetion West-
ern Australia proposed to take. [T can-

not see any reason why I should alter
my attitude in connection with the Bill
As regards the mandate from the people,
I presume that the Government in making
promises fo one section of the community
would naturally inspire that scetion with
the hope of obtaining a certain amount of
additional income from the coffers of the
State. But anybody offering money from
Government coffers is indulging in an old
practice. Onc needs 1o beware of election
promises. Ilowever, by that means no
doubt many people were led to expeect that
when the present Govermment eame into
power they would henefit individually. Tt
is only hnuman for every one to be anxious
to better his position. liowever, we can-
not overlook the agreement which was en-
tered into. We have the whole of the peo-
ple behind us when we maintain that it is
not right for one section of the community
to bhenelit by any improvement in the fin-
ances, hut that all sections of the ecom-
munity should do so equally. Australian
Governments, and the Western Australian
Government in partienlar, have gone along
the same old road of horrowing—plunging
the country further into debt. Our popu-
lation is not increasing in the same ratio
as our indebtedness; otherwise the debt
per head would be falling, instead of which
it is growing at a serlous pace. Unless we
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can see the position improving considerably
in that respect, I cannof agree with those
who assert that we have furned the corner.
dn my opinion, the good priee for gold has
proved most fortunate, as also has the
finding of the metal in larger quantities.
Further, the improvement in the price of
wool has afforded us some relief for the
time being. Bub hand in hand with those
tactors of imprevement the majority of the
people in the agricultural and timber dis-
tricts, and generally in the areas of primary
producilon, are not better off, but worse off.
L'nles~ a radical improvement eomes about
in the dairying, potato and wheat sections,
we are in no position to find a surplus
for distribution to any section of the com-
munity: and the Government are, in my
opinion, mnot justified in benefiting one
section of the community or plunging pri-
vate enterprise into the unhappy position
involved in the abolition of Part V. of the
lapsed Act. Private enterprise nas nou re-
covered to such an extent as to be able to
stand such u sifuation as will result from
the Bill if Part V, is not re-enacted. There-
fore, 1 shall support the second reading
and do all T ean to ensure that, in Commit-
tee Part V. of the original Act is reintro-
duced.

HON. E. H. HARRIS (North-East)
[9.35]: The Bill comes in us heeause we
liberally amended a weasure of the same
nature some weeks ago. The Government
apparently do aot approve of onr amend.
jnents. They charge ns with having muti-
lated their legislation and attempted to die-
xate to them what Aets they should put en
the statute-book. That eharge, T submit, is
entirely unwarranted. Mcmbers of this
Chamber have responsibilities, just as the
Government have, When there is n dilfer-
ence of opinion between the two Honses,
provision exists for a eonference of man-
agers to sit in an honest endeavour to
overcome the difficulty. Tn this instance {he
managers conferred, and the Government at
that time made an announcement that this
Chamber was dictating to anofher place what
shonld bhe done. An 8.0.8. signal scemed to
have been sent out, and lenders of the Lah-
our movement, chiefly from Beaunfort-street,
congregated in the Legislative Assembly fo
stiffen the backs of Ministers. They con-
ferred while the House was sitting. T be-
lieve Ethat one section of the evening’s
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proceedings, prior to wanagers lheing
appointed, consisted in some representatives
of the Uovernment conferring with the
leaders of the industrial seetion of tie lab-
out movement, who also represent (the (inan-
«1a} wing of the movement.

Mon. E. H. Gray: Where did you get
that fairy tale trom?

Hsn, E. H. ITARRIS:
mewber. 1 said, “What 2re we walting for
now?®  The hon. member said, “ilsey wre
hoving a conference” T said, “[ have been
in 1k2 Assembly, and lhis 1Tonse has nut
been sitting.” Tt was not untl that ¢hance
regmark had been made thai I woke up to
tha fucr that the heads wove witting logeiher
hefore the conference.

Hon, K, H. Gray: You are entirely wrong
in what you say.

fHen, K. I1, HARRIS: Did they come
hore for the purpose of saying to the Gey-
crmnent, “Compromise 3 the s=pirit of the
day. This is the time vou warer te ge axd
talk tc the Legislative Council and trv to
overcome che ditliculty”? Or did they say,
“You adopt the policy of no-surrender”?
I believe that is where that phrase came
fron. A member of another place had it on
the tip of his tongue and came here and
blurted it out. T submit that those people
did not come to Parliament Ilouse to press
the spirit of eompramise, but to urg: upon
the Government that this was a unique
politiea] opportunity for fighting the Legis-
Intive Conneil, and that if the Government
would tight, especially with regard to Part
V. of the lapsed .Aect, they were prepared,
on their part, to throw their weight into the
political arena. But it is reported that the
managers from this Chamber did eonfer and
then went away to ask some advice as to
what they should do. Meanwhile the iwo
leaders of fhe Labour movement were per-
ambulating up and down the corridor, prob-
ably conferring as to what they might put
up to our represenfatives. However, the
eventual result was that the managers could
not agrvee and the Bill was abandoned. T
submit that the Government deliberatelv
selected that result as something on which
they could fight the Legislative Council elec-
tions next May. Although I am not a can-
didate T will say that if the Government
want to do that, they have an opportunity
te put their plan info operation. The Pre.
ntier and many of his followers declare,
“We are fresh from the people, and we have
a mandate from the majoritv of the elee-

Yrom ‘he hou.
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tors.” Mr. Rose just now vead what the
FPremier had to say on that point, to the
effcct fhat they camec back representing a
majority of the electors and having a man.
date from the people. I submit that no
Administration has a mandate from the
people unless it represents a majority—not
a majority of members of Parliament, but n
majority of the people. T am going to eall
the bluff eoncerning the supposed mandate.
I bave before me the statistical report of
the Chief Electoral Officer coneerning the
elections held in April of last year. I find
that the total cffective voles recorded were
181,836. T have added the whole of the
votes, and have alloeated them in aceordance
with the returns, which I propose to quefe
presently; but I would like to make a refer-
enee to the seeond election held at Kimber-
lev. TIn that election the Labowr Party
secured a larger number of votes than they
did at the first election. They added 117 to
the total effective votes they secured. T am
giving the Labour Party the hencfit of that
addition, though perbaps they do not de-
serve it.  That made 181,935 effective votes
cast in the election. T find that the Labour
Party polled 81,561 Arst preference votes,
the Nationalist Party 55,867, the Country
Party 27311, the Independents 16,772,
and  the Communists 442; making
a total of 181.953 first preference votes. It
is necessary to add to those figures the second
preferenee votes gained by each of the re-
speetive parties one from the other. The
total poll in the contested seats ended up—
Labour 83,077, Nationalist 36,944. Country
Party 25,915, Independent 14,675, and Com-
munists 442: the total being 181,953. There
were nine uncontested seats. On twa pre-
vious aveasions T have stood in this Chamber
aiil quoted fignres to show that the Lahour
Party were elected by a minority of the clee-
tors. This is the third occasion of my doing
so: but the conditions on this occasion were
guch that there eannot be any quibbling aheut
the proportion of votes for the winners and
losers. In this instance there were nine un-
contested seats—six Labour, two Country
Party and one Nattionalist. T have included
the whole of the electors, knowing full well
that 100 per cent. could not possibly have
been polled, and have added them to the
totals of the respective parties. Those un-
rontested seats gave the Lahour Party 20,069
votes, Nationalist Party 4139, and Country
Party 7,677 votes. Allowing for a 100 per
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cont, voie for the uncontested seats, the final
totals wonld be Labonr 104,046, Nationalist
61,083, Country Party 33,592, Independent
14,675, and Communist 442, As the Com-
munist Party were nothing but disgruntled
Labourites, and as they contested seats only
against Labourites, I am adding their voie
to that of the Lahour Party. In that I am
being generous, but I wish to show that the
other votes ont-numbered the combined votes
of the DLabour Party and the Communist
Party. Adding that number, we get Labour
and Communist Parties 104,448, and they
lhiold 30 seats.

Hon. & Fraser: What did vou do with
the Independent votes?

Hon. 5. H. HARRIS: The [ndependenis
have representation in Parliament; the Com-
munists have representation only through
the Lahour Party. The total votes of the
Nationalist Party were 61,083, of the Goun-
try Party 33,592, and of fhe Independents
14,675, a total of 109,350 represented by 20
seats. To those who claim the Government
ave fresh from the people and have a major-
ity, T reply that the position is that 104,448
electors have 30 seats and 109,350 have only
20 seats. If we make a comparison of the
votes of the Nationalist Party plus the
Country Party, we find that the Conntry
Party have 11 seats for 33,592 votes and
thie Nationalist Party eight seats for 61,083,
1 mention those figures to eall the Dblnft
about the Covernment having a mandaie
trom the people, TIf the CGovernment are
anxious to get a Fresh mandate from the
people, and if they consider that this Houze
is dictating to them, they can submit their
1esignation and go to the country. If thev
ave looking for a proper fime to go (o the
counfry

Hon. (. ¥, Baxter: Not a bit of it.

Hon, E. H. HARRIS: | snggest that they
should vesign and arrange to hold the Azsem-
My elections at the same time as the Couneil
clections, for which there is a lixed time.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Let ns have a =
solution all round.

Hon. G. Fraser interjected.

Hon., E. H. HARRIS: | cannot hizten to
more than one inferjection at a time,

tlon. . B. Willinms: Let us have a di--
solution at the time of wy election in May.

Hon, F. H, HARRIS: [ am suguesting
that the Ciovernment tender their vesigna-
fion and o to the country for o mandale,
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Hon. . I. Baxter: You know that nothing
on earth would move them to do it

Hon. 1. .J. Holmes: They could not afford
to go to the country.

Hon. (+. W, Miles:
will holid.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: [f they were wise,
I should think they would not resign. Con-
eerning the financial emergeney legisiation
introduced in 1931 when the Premiers” PPlan
was ardopfed

Hon. C. B. Williams;
it, did 17

Hon. E. . HARRIS: There was a tonch
of hrimstone about some of the speeches
made in the Assembly when the Premiers’
Plan was mentioned.  On the oecasion of the
orizinal  Bill heine submitted o another
place, Mr. Collier, fhen Leader of the Op-
position, s his wany supporters ponred
torrents of inveetive over evervone who said
anything in support of the PMan or voted
for it. I wonder that of ull the members
who have addressed themselves to the Bill,
not one haz turned hack to “Hansard”™ and
made quotations from it. Some excellent
things are to be found in the debates which
vould be Llurned hack on the Government who
are zponsoring this measuare.

Hon. J. M. Maefarlane: We left that to
vou, who ean do it so well,

Hon, E. H. HARRIS: T do nut inlend to
ro inte details by guoting the remarks of
the Premier, but he did =cofl at the Tille of
the Bill.  Yet in the memorandum to the Bill
hefore us, there is a paragraph pointinge vt
that the Title corresponds with that of the
Act of 1931, Aceording to “Hanzard” of
ihe 14th July, 1931, page 3782, Mr. Collier
said that the Title of the Bill was false and
misleading.  He added—

What they have they

[ did nol voie (ov

The Bill, if T may say so without offence,
is a misrepresentation Ffrom the first line to
the last line.

Now his Government have introduced a Bill
bearing exactiv the =ame Tifle and have
pointed out that the Bill is practically similar
to the meazure of 1931, Mr. Collier also said
there was no justification for the introduc-
tion of such it measure in 1931,

Hon. C. B. Williams:
lead oiven him,

Hon. F. H. HARRIS: Tt is an admis<ion
of the necessity tor the measure of 1931
when the Government in 1934 find that they
vannot pay their way.

He had to Follow ihe

llon. €. B. Willlam=: Who -aid they could
not pay their way?

Hon. E. H. HARRBTS: They are refrain-
ing from paying Government servant. the
money to which they are entitled, and have
introduced a Bill and have azked thi~ Hongso,
which they allege i< dictating to them, to
pass & measure that they ihemselves ronndly
condemned in 1931, When the financial
vmergency legislation is mentioned from the
public platform, a majority of the penple
think that reference is being made to the tax.
1 helieve that the tax offended wmore people
than  did the Financial  Emergoney  Ael
When Fabour were in Oppogition and dur-
ing the last elections, they said the {irst thing
they would do, i veturned to oilice, would bhe
“to sweep this iniquitous legislation off the
statute-hook.”  Thev did =0, bhut they in-
vrensed the 4'hd. tax to S, and if they went
tn the country seeking a new mandate, the
people wounld remember the increased tax.

Hon. €. B, William=: Did nnt vou vote
tor it?

Hon, E. H. HARRIS: Opinion; in the
J.abowr movement differ very wmneh. Not-
withstanding the demonstration recently
made at Parliament House by Labourites——

Hon. C. B. Williams: Which demonstra-
tion?

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: The demenstration
of industrialists at Parliament IHouse in
December last to support the politieal wing
ol the movement.

Hon, . B. Williams:
more about it than we do.

Hon. K. . HARRIS: The following is
an extract from the Pres< on the 18th De-
cemher, 1933 :—-

Yon must know

Members of the State Railway Oflicers’
Union met at the Trades Hall to-day to dis.
cuss the position arising out of the preposed
amendments to the Financial Emergeney Act
now before Parlioment., Some strony eriticism
of the Government and its supporters was
indulged in by several speakers. The £nllow-
ing resolution was carried:—*‘ This meeting
of railway officers expresses its strong dis-
approval of the Financial Emergency Aet
Amendment Bill now before Parliament as
continuing in a more aggravated form the
incidence of the Financial Fmergeoncy Aet.’?

It is on the goldfields where dissatisfaction
has existed, 1'eople there take their polities
seriously, and they object io the statement
of Mr. Collicr and others that, if they were
returned to power they would sweep this
legislation off the =statute book immediately,
whereas the first thing they did was to
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apply the 9d. tax. The railway erployees,
public servants and others held eombined
meetings and carried a resolution practi-
cally agreeing to hold up the railways if
they did not get what they sought.

Hon. C. B. Williams: And they got it.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: I believe they got
a good deal: some people say, more than
their share.

Hon. C. B. Williems: I did not.

Hon., E. H. HARRIS: But there is still
vrave dissatisfaction in that centre.

Hon. ¢. B. Willilams: Not amongst the
railway men.

Hen. T, H. HARRIS: Mr. R. M. B.
Flliott, honorary secretary of the goldfields
braneh of the State School Teachers’
Tnion, wrote—

While the proposed legislation will give a
meusure of relief to goldfields teaxchers whose
salary was £290 on the 30th June, 1930, it
ignores the elaims of teachers whose salary
exceeds that figure, notwithstanding that (1)
relief has been granted to (a) engine drivers,
firemen and cleaners, (b) railway employvees,
{e) railway officers, (d) water suppty work-
ers, with increases ranging from 6s, 24, to
9s. 11d. per week., (2) Such relief was
granted from the 26th October, 1933, (3)
‘The police and the fire brigade workers of
the goldfields enjoy u similar relief, (4} The
cost-of-living differcnce between the metro-

politan area and the goldfields still remains
at 3s. 3d. per week.

Here let mne mnention that the Minister for
Health, Mr. Munsie, speaking recently when
some criticism was levelled against his de-
partment for sending milk to the Kalgoor-
lie Government Hospital from Armadale,
stated that seven firms were invited fo ten-
der for grocery supplies, that only one sub-
mitted a ruotation, and that when it was
costed ouf, it was found that the Kalgoor-
lie prices were over 50 per cent. more than
the Perth prices. Hence the Minister, who
decides that the teachers are not entifled
to the goldfields allowance, definitely says
that there is a difference of 30 per cent.
in the cost of living.

Hon. E. . Gray: Supplrers put their
heads together in order to increase prices.

Hon. E. H. HARRTS: Mr. Elliott’s illum-
inating letter continnes—

Tt wilt thus be scen that while all other
Btate employees of the Government will enjoyv
some measure of financial relicf, the teachers
of the goldfields, as well ag the civil servants,
above the fignre of £280 will suffer alone be-
cause of the goldfields cost of living. Gov-
ernment employees elsewhere in the State
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enjoy a deereased commodity market. For an
officer to be transferred to the goldfields is
tantamount to a salary decrease of 8s. 3.
per week.

Let me now revert to the meeting held at
Parlinment House. I have pointed out that
there was dissatisfaction on the goldfelds,
and that dissatisfaction was expressed by
the State Railway Officers’ Union. The
“Worker’' newspaper of the 15th Decem-
lrer, 1933, stated— :

Tt was decided to join with the metropolitan
council and any other body in an endeavour
to have the amended Financial Emergency
Bill passed through the Legislative Couneil.
It was also decided to convey to the Parlia.
mentary Labour Party through the State
Execntive not to uccept any compromise
under any ¢ireumstances.

Here we have the metropolitan council and
the Midland Junetion council of the Aus-
tralian Labour Party earrying resolutions,
probably conveyed by letter, although they
cule here in person, urging upon the Gov-
ernmient not to eoncede any one of these
items. When the Government might have
Leen reasonable in their dealings with this
House, when they heard “his master’s voice,”
namely Trades Hall, they said, “There is only
one thing to do; fake up the stand of o
surrender.”’

Hon €. B. Williams: You do hoow up
these fellows.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: I do not ask the
bhon. member to necgpt anything from me.
The facis are in print in the “Worker” news-
paper. I wish to draw attenftion to the dis-
erimination in the Bill, which I submit the
Honorary Minister has not justified, between
the various bodies of Glovernment servants.
There are officers deseribed as salaried offi-
cers, and employees who are known as wages
men, Why should not all Government ser-
vants be on the same footing, whether they
are classified as staff officers, as salaried offi-
cers, or ns wages wmen? Apyone who looks
at the Bill will see that wages men, irrespee-
tive of the total amount they receive, are
going to be regarded as saerosanct so far
as wages are concerned. They eannot be
interfered with. When the Government ¢ome
to a man on the salaried staff he iz brought
in on un entirely differen{ basis, [ pro-
pose to give some illustrations. Some figures
have been quoted, and I have others of a
sunilar kind indicating that there are ap-
proximately 1,500 permanent officers on the
Public Service list. OQf these, 15 per cent.
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arc paid less than £240 per annum, and the
majority of them receive less than £205 per
annum. Up to a certain figure they are to
be exempt, but wages men will not be
affeeted.  There are roughly 2,000 school
teachers, and I believe 85 per cent. of them
receive less than £300 a year. [ should
like to know what is the estimated relief
it is contemplated to give to public servants
and teachers. It has been said there are 330
civil servants who will receive a henefit under
the Bill ont of. a total of 1,500. I should
like to know the various grades of those
330 men who will be entitled to get
relief. The same thing should apply
to those in other branches of the service.
The Honorary Minister has stated that ihe
figure of £293 per annum is taken as the
figzure covering the pay of wages men.

It wages were limited to that ARgure
for exemption purposes, it might be
all right, but the unjust part is that

wages men working under salaried offi-
cers may be receiving a higher rate
than their superior officers, sueh as would
happen in the case of engineers. [ happen
to know some of the engineers employed on
the Goldfields Water Supply. There are
engineers in charge of pumping stations.
They are paid wages at the rate preseribed
by the Court of Arbitration in Award No.
4 of 1927. 1 understand that the Ausira-
lian Society of Engineers and the Minister
for Water Supply, Sewerage and Drainage
have an industrial agreement, and that the
engineer in charge of No. I pumping station
receives wages, after the deductions that were
made under the 1931 Financial Emergency
Aect, equal to £332 a year, plus £30 allow-
ance. The Bill will bring that figure to £369,
plus £30 allowance, making a fotal of £399,
That is the income of these wages men. It
secms possible that the salaried engineer who
supervises the wages men may he classified
on a salary of a nominal value of £475 a
vear, but by the Bill the net salary would
he reduced to £403 a year. The result wounld
be that he would be receiving £4 per annum
above the income of the men under his
contrel. This would work out at 1s. Gd.
a week or 3d. a day. An engineer would
be in eharge of certain workmen. Because
the wages men would remain statiomary he
would get as little as 3d. a day more than
the men under his control. That is not an
ordinary anomalv which might arise out of
anything of this nature, but something which
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ought to be rectiied. Take the case
of police officials. Because they are
governed by an award, they arc deemed
to be wages men, and as such are
receiving up to £303 per annum. They

will be exempt from the financial emerg-
ency tax. [ asked the Leader of the
House a question relating to them to-day.
Some of the information T desired has been
made available, and T am submitting fur-
ther questions under this beading. The
salaricd men up to £293 per annum will
gain some relief under the Bill, but wages
men, who can get anything from £300 to
£500 will enjoy the full nmount of relief.
I should like to know what iz the estimaic
in the ease of salaried officers. I submit
that this information should be made avail-
able. It was sought in another place, but
members were praectically told they would
not get it until there wns a threat of a select
egommittee.  The Minister in clharge then
velunteered some information.

Hon, C. F. Baxter: On the third read-
ing.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: He volunteered the
information upon the suggestion of the ap-
pointment of a seleet committee,

Hou. C. ¥. Baxter: Volunteered it.

Hon. K., M. HARRIS: He could have
told them what he did before. It is allegesd
that the teachers will receive L7,000 out of
Lbe money that is Lo he given awav and
that the eivil servants will receive some-
thing under £3,000. It is =aid that approxi-
mately £90,000 will go te railway em-
ployees, 1 should like to know why the
Governtment diseriminated between these de-
partments. IC there were a number of non-
unionists amongst the eivil servants and
school teachers, T might say the Government
were doing it because of their policy of pre-
ference to unionists. Tt seems that prefec-
ential treatment is being accorded to thase
who are affiliated with the Trades Hall and
who subseribe monetary help to the labour
industrial seetion of the movement. [¢
wonld appear as if the Government were
generous towards them. There may be other
reasons. If so, we are entitled to he in-
formed of them. TWe are entitled to have
a spotlight thrown on the details, szo that
we shall know just who will seeure the hene-
fits arising from the distribution of this
£115,000.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Yot u spotlight, bui
a searchlight.
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_Hon, E. Il. HARRIS: We are entitled to
know the total number of (iovernment en:-
ployees who will be affected, how any of
them are salaried eivil servants, how many
are on the wages stafi, whether they are
school teachers or engaged in the State
Shipping Service, the Water Supply Te-
partment, the Railway Department, as
officers and as wages men, the Tramways
Departmeni and other depariinents. Wo
shonld know what wonev is allocated fo
erarh department and the ratio of the dis-
tribution. I shall not press the matter any
furtlier. There will be another opporiunity
when we reach the Committee stage. Me-
bers have, however, praectically said they
are going to vote for the second reading:
but I can assure them that unless the Minis-
ter is prepared to volunteer more than the
scanty  information which he gave us
when he introduced the Bill, I shall
record my vote against the second reading.

[The Deputy President tool the (hair,]

HON H. J. YELLAND (REast) [10.12]:
[ did not have anything to say on the
Bill which was before the House last ses-
sion, und consequently I propose to address
myzelf for a short time to the Bill now be-
fore us. It is very similar in effect to the
one which was previously hefore the House,
and the debate upon it has naturally fol-
lowed along similar lines. I recognise that
1 most serious responsibility rests upon us
in arriving at decisions in this Chamber,
but of ¢ourse we stand shoulder to shoulder
with another place as regards responsibility
under the Standing Orders. For whatever
passes through Parlinment we accept equal
responsibility.  Therefore it is difficalt for
me io understand the attitude adopted by
a gection of the members of another place
who have expressed their indignation be-
cause this ("hamber has exercised its rights
in fullilling its obligations. We must stand
up 1o our responsibilities irespective of the
conseyuences, With regard to the original
Bill that was passed in 1931, I venture to
suy the position of the State to-aay 15 no
hetter than it was then. The 1931 measure
was brought forward to relieve a very seri-
ous condition that had arisen in conse-
quence of the depression. That condition
has not been swept awav. Henee it cannot
he ~aid that an alteration in the Act whbich
was brought forward to meet the position
in thoxe days is juztified at the present
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time. We cannot afford to let up at pre-
seni the legislation that was enacted in
1931, | maintain the time is not ripe for
the liberslising of the eonditions imposed
by the 1931 .\¢t. The Act aimed af an
equality of sucritice by all seetions of the
community. There was a reduction made in
remuneration tor servives rendered. Inves-
tors had their inferest reduced. The pro-
dueers’ returns were very considerably re-
dueed. As o matter of faet, it was the re-
duction in the returns of the producers that
bonght nbout the necessity for redueing the
amount (hat was paid for other serviees.
Wheat was down (o bedrock and wool was
lower Lhan it had been for many years.
The fruit, vegetable and potato growers
were suffering considerably, and were work-
ing at a loss. Tf the produecer is working at
2 loss, then it is impossible for otler ser-
vices to be carried on wuder the =ame condi-
tions as when evervibing was at its peak and
much wealth was heing produeed. Naturally,
the civil servants had to aceept their share
of the saerifice. [ fail to =ce that the civil
servants are right in their elaim that they
have heen doubly taxed by the cut in =alary
and the opceration of the Financial Fmerg-
ency Act, but [ will deal with that perhaps
later. The fall in value of our exports and
vrr inahility to meet our overseas responsi-
bilities resulted in the erash in  priees
which demanded the very serious considera-
tion which the original Bill brought abont.
As far as the goldfields were concerned, they
were in the very enviable position of =cewr-
ing an inereased priee for gold. This -
crease i1l the price of gold always takes place
when there is a reduction in the value of
other products. [t is almost an economie
axiom that gold increases in value pro ratu
te the veduction in value of other commadi-
ties: that is. it takes more production to
cquitlise the value of gold as the value of
production is reduced: or, if the value of
production remains stationary, then upward
must go the price of gold. The reduetion in
the price pnid for our exports and the im-
pusition of extia costs by way of exchange
Dhrought about a very high price in goll.
That in itself made the po=ition of civil ser-
vanls on the goldfields very awkward, High
prices were in existence there and those who
were working in the produetion of gold were
being paid higher wages than the civil ser-
vants were receiving wider their elassifica-

tion, They were put at a very serious dis-
advantage.  That is where dissatisFasrtion



[17 Jaxvary, 1934.]

originated in the civil service. T may refer
here to a quotation which was made hy r.
Williams. I am sorry he is not present, be
cause he made a stntement which | wish to
challenge. He =aid that when wages are
high, prosperity is great, and that is his
reason for supporting the Bill—so that there
wight be an increase in wages which, accord-
ing to his argument, would in furn bring
about prosperity. Unfortunately for the hon.
member, he is working in exaetly the wrong
direction, because when prosperity is_great
then wages naturally reach u high level.
What he should have said is that wages are
highest because prosperity is great. If he
had recognised the fruth of that axiom, he
would not have put the whole of his force
behind the Bill. Regarding the civil ser-
vice, some wembers of which are to receive
considerable emoluments because of the Bill,
I would point out that I was myself at one
time a civil servant. I recognise that there
ar¢ many who are not receiving a salary
comumnensurate with the value of their work,
but, on the other hand, there are many
others who are overpaid. The system of
classification of positions does not allow of a
civil servant being paid according to the
value of the work he does. A man is placed
in a position that is classified, and whether
he does the work well or indifferently, he is
puid the same salary. Thab constitutes a
difficnlty in securing satistaction thronghout
the whole of the eivil service. When we can
overcome that, we shall have a more effective
service, and certainly ab the present time we
could get rid of many drones and have as
effective work done without them. I would
sugzest to any disgrantled eivil servant who
is dissatisfied with his conditions—officers
should recognise that they have inore
“cushy™ positions than anyone else, with
permaneney and security of tenure—that he
do as I did, and get out. I was not satis-
fied with the service, and it is within any-
one’s rights to rake that action. Regarding
the pavments to civil servants and the saeri-
fice they have been called upon to make in
connection with the financial emergency, I
cannob agree that they are doing any more
than the rest of the community.  Every
gection of the people has had to experience
wage or salary cuts or deereases in respect
of their investments, manufactures or pro-
duce. and naturally all had to be ealled upon
to share in the eeneral sacrifice. The sug-
gestion is that £110,000 is to be set aside for
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the particular purpose indieated.  Others
have pointed to the position and we cannot
mention ir too often, because it is the erux
of the sitnation. The Government werc
called upon to keep their deficit within
£750,000. In a statement that appeared in
the “West _\ustralian” towards the end
of December, I noticed that the Government
had already exceeded the stipulated deficii
by about £50,000. With six months only
of the current financial year elapsed, I can-
not understand how the Govermment can
turn round and ask Parliament to provide
inereases representing £115,000 in order to
erant relief from emergency cuts to a sec-
tion of the community. I do not propose
to detain the House any forther. In these
few words, T have indicated my attitude. I
would go farther than Mr. Baxter. He pro-
poses to re-enuct Pari V. of the original
Act and T believe that the whole of the Aet
should be re-enacted, hecanse the time is not
vet ripe for it to be set aside. I will sup-
port Mr. Baxter and will give further sup-
port with the object of re-enacting the
original Agt. T shall vote for the second
reading with a view to altering the Bill in
Commitiee,

On motion by Hon. W. J, Maun. debate
adjourned.

Houze adjourned al 10.28 p.m.

Legislative #ssembly,
Wednesday, 17th January, 1934,
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